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Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 

(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives  

Student Accomplishments Assessment 
(How student will demonstrate 

knowledge) 

Resources and Sample 
Activities 

Suggested 
Length of Study 

and Dates 
What was life like for 
a 14 year-old girl in 
the Middle Ages? 

CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.6.
1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 6.5, 
6.6, 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 
7.4, 7.9, 8.1, 8.2, 
8.3, 8.4 
 
CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.6.1
, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 7.1, 
7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 8.1, 
8.2, 8.3, 8.4 
 
CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.6.
1, 7.1, 8.1 

SWBAT: 
- Understand and discuss 
what life was like for a 14 
year-old girl in the Middle 
Ages. 
- Read, comprehend, and 
discuss a novel written in a 
style of language 
reminiscent of speech in 
the Middle Ages. 
- Write responses to 
comprehension questions 
requiring analysis and 
critical thinking. 
- Write responses to 
questions requiring 
analysis and evaluation. 
- Identify new knowledge 
about life in the Middle 
Ages. 
- Write creative narrative 
texts from the POV of 
someone living in the 
Middle Ages 

- Comprehension and 
Discussion Questions for 
each chapter 
- Creative writing 
assignments (Chapters 
May, August)  
- Critical thinking 
writing assignments 
(Chapters March, April) 
 

L-I-T Guide 
 
Sample comprehension 
question: Interpret 
what Catherine’s 
mother means when 
she says,  “You are so 
much already Little 
Bird. Why not cease 
your fearful pounding 
against the bars of your 
cage and be content?” 
 
Sample creative 
writing assignment: 
Pretend that you are 
Catherine on a special 
holiday. Write a diary 
entry for that day using 
vocabulary words from 
the chapter. 

Approx. 
5 weeks 
 
Start of 
semester 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/
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How does our society 
compare and contrast 
to society in the 
Middle Ages? 

CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.6.
1, 6.4, 6.7, 6.10, 
7.1, 7.4, 7.9, 7.10, 
8.1, 8.4, 8.10 
 
CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.6.7
, 6.8, 6.9, 7.7, 7.8, 
7.9, 8.7, 8.8, 8.9 
 
CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.6.
1, 7.1, 8.1 
 
CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RH.6-
8.1, 6-8.2, 6-8.4, 6-
8.10 

SWBAT: 
- Understand and utilize 
vocabulary relevant to life 
in the Middle Ages. 
- Analyze similarities and 
differences between our 
lives in the 21st century 
and life during the Middle 
Ages. 
- Ask questions in order to 
spur research to learn more 
about the Middle Ages. 
- Conduct research to learn 
more about subtopics on 
the Middle Ages. 
 

- Vocabulary activity for 
each chapter 
- Running 
compare/contrast chart 
- Facts learned from the 
book 
- Student-formed 
questions for each 
chapter 
- Research report for 
each season (sections of 
chapters) 
- Final research project 

L-I-T Guide 
 
- Student groups keep 
running chart 
throughout the book, 
adding information 
comparing and 
contrasting 21st 
century life and 
13th/14th century life. 
- At the end of each 
chapter, students 
record 3 facts they 
learned about life in 
the Middle Ages.  
- At the end of each 
chapter, students write 
1 question they have 
about elements of life 
in the Middle Ages 
mentioned in the 
chapter. 
- At the end of each 
season (every 3 
chapters), students 
conduct research to 
answer each question 
and write a short 
report. 
- Upon finishing the 
novel, students choose 
1 topic about Medieval 
life on which to 
conduct research and 
create a project.  

Approx.  
5 weeks 
 
Start of 
semester 

          

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/7/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 
 
Interdisciplinary Connections: LAL - Students will write explanatory texts and narrative texts, read a variety of informational sources, 

conduct research 
Science - Students will read about and may conduct research on technology and medical practices in the 
Middle Ages 
Social Studies - Students will become experts on the Middle Ages 

Integration of Technology: Students will conduct research using reliable online resources 
Students will type research reports 
Students will learn about 13th/14th century technologies 

Differentiated Instruction: Students will create their own research questions. 
Students will choose their research topic and choose/design their research project. 

21st Century Themes 
Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

Understand culture from a 
different time period 

Understand the role of 
economy on life in Middle 
Ages 

Understand the rights 
of those living in a 
feudal system 

Compare current health/medicine to that of the Middle 
Ages 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and Innovation Critical Thinking and 

Problem Solving 
Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Create narrative texts, 
research project 

Analyze problems in novel Work effectively in 
small groups 

Read historical texts 

Media Literacy ICT Literacy Life and Career Skills 
Use a variety of different 
media in research 

Use chromebooks for 
research and creating 
products 

Compare/contrast life and careers in Middle Ages; work well in teams; conduct 
research on chosen topic; create high quality product to show research findings 
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