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Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 

(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives   

Student Accomplishments Assessment 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested 
Length of Study 

and Dates 
What is an epidemic? 
How do diseases 
spread? 
How do epidemics 
affect societies? 
What is the history of 
the yellow fever 
epidemic of 1793 in 
Philadelphia? 

ELA-
Literacy.RL.6/
7.1-4, 6/7.6, 
6/7.9, 6/7.10 
RI.7/8.1-4, 
7/8.5-8, 7/8.10 
 
RH6-8.1-2, 
RH6-8.4, 
RH6-8.7, 
RH6-8.9, 
RH6-8.10 

SWBAT: 
- Read the assigned 

novel 
- Understand and use 

vocabulary 
- analyze and evaluate 

events in the text 
- analyze and interpret 

maps of historical 
Philadelphia 

- analyze and interpret 
primary documents to 
further understand the 
events surrounding the 
yellow fever epidemic 

- analyze the effects of 
yellow fever on society 
and medicine 

- conduct research on a 
related topic and create 
an historical 
newspaper or 
pamphlet to show their 
research 

-vocabulary quizzes 
-chapter quizzes 
-text analysis 
activities 
-primary documents 
activities 
-webisode activities 
-research projects 

Fever 1793 by 
Laurie Halse 
Anderson 
 
An American 
Plague by Jim 
Murphy 
 
“Philadelphia: 
The Great 
Experiment” 
website with 
videos and 
activities 

Approx. 
6 weeks 
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What is 
epidemiology? 
How do diseases 
spread? 
What is an epidemic? 
What are the causes 
and treatments for 
different epidemic 
diseases? 
How are epidemic 
diseases diagnosed 
and treated? 
What effects do 
epidemics have on 
society? 
 

RST6-8.1, 
RST6-8.2,  
RST6-8.4, 
RST6-8.7-10 

SWBAT: 
- describe epidemiology 
- identify various ways 

diseases spread 
- use and make 

epidemiological maps 
to examine the spread 
of disease 

- explain causes, 
transmission,  and 
symptoms of various 
diseases 

- predict sources of 
disease outbreak 
through analysis of 
epidemiological data 

- analyze the procedures 
and efficacy of vaccines 
and quarantines 

 

-”Operation 
Outbreak” questions 
and charts 
-”Bird Flu and the 
1918 Pandemic” 
panel discussion, 
presentation, and 
written report 
-research project on 
epidemic of choice 

CASES: 
“Operation 
Outbreak” and 
“Bird Flu and the 
1918 Pandemic” 
 
Envision Case 
Study on 
Epidemiology 

1-2 weeks 
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 
 
Interdisciplinary 
Connections: 

Social Studies - history of the yellow fever epidemic of 1793 in Philadelphia 
Science - epidemiology, medicine 

Integration of Technology: webisodes on www.historyofphilly.com 
 

Differentiated Instruction: choice of research topics 
7th graders may choose to read the fiction novel or the non-fiction text 

21st Century Themes 
Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

epidemics epidemics’ effects governmental 
responses to 
epidemics 

effects of different diseases on health 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and 
Innovation 

Critical Thinking and 
Problem Solving 

Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

original and creative 
projects 

solve epidemiology 
mysteries 

work effectively in 
small groups 

read primary and secondary texts 

Media Literacy ICT Literacy Life and Career Skills 
use a variety of 
different media in 
learning and research 

use chromebooks for 
research and creating 
products 

explore epidemiology as a career 

 

http://www.historyofphilly.com/
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