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Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 

(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

(NJSLS)/(CCSS) 

Student Accomplishments Assessment 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

Hello, Earth! 
Unit Opener 
 
SW learn beginning 
geography skills with 
a focus on maps and 
globes. They will 
explore landforms 
and bodies of water 
to discuss how 
location affects the 
things people can do. 
SW also discuss 
seasonal and weather 
related changes to 
explore how location 
affects how we live. 
 

6.1.P.B.1 
6.1.4.B.1 
6.1.4.B.3 
6.1.4.B.4 
 

-Gain geography skills by 
focusing on maps and 
globes. 
 
-Discuss how location 
affects the things people 
can do. 
 
-Discuss seasonal and 
weather related changes. 

-Diagnostic Assessment 
 
-Draw a place in the 
community that would 
be a fun place for a 
field trip. 
 
“Think, Pair, Share” - 
Tell a friend about 
favorite places in the 
community. 
 
www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com 

Online Resource 
www.connected.
mcgraw-hill.com 
 
Workbook - 
“Living, 
Learning, and 
Working 
Together” 

5-7 school 
days 

Lesson 1 
“Maps to Find Your 
Way” 
 
SW discuss places in 
the community and 
how we find our way 
to those places. 
 

6.1.P.B.1 
6.1.4.B.1 

-Discuss places in the 
community. 
 
-Brainstorm a list of 
places in the community. 

-Circle objects to show 
things that help find 
our way. 
 
www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com 

Online Resource 
www.connected.
mcgraw-hill.com 
 
Workbook - 
“Living, 
Learning, and 
Working 
Together” 

1-2 school 
days 

http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
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Lesson 2 
“Globes” 
 
SW be introduced to 
globes. SW learn that 
a globe is a model of 
Earth that shows 
land and water. 
 

6.1.P.B.1 
6.1.4.B.3 
6.1.4.B.4 

-Color land and water on 
a globe the appropriate 
colors. 

-“Think, Pair, Share” - 
“Why isn’t the library 
on the globe?” 
 
www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com 

Online Resource 
www.connected.
mcgraw-hill.com 
 
Workbook - 
“Living, 
Learning, and 
Working 
Together” 

1-2 school 
days 

Lesson 3 
“State Maps” 
 
SW be introduced to 
maps. SW explore 
state maps and learn 
that communities are 
shown on state maps. 
SW also study 
landforms and bodies 
of water that are 
found on maps to 
understand how 
location affects how 
we live. 
 

6.1.P.B.1 
6.1.4.B.1 
6.1.4.B.4 

-Identify items that can 
be found on a map. 
 

-”Think, Pair, Share” - 
“Why isn’t the library 
on a map?” 
Looking at a map of 
Georgia: “What 
direction would you go 
to get to the nearest 
coast?” 
Identify the ocean on 
the map of Florida. 
 
-Identify name of state 
where student lives. 
 
-Match people to 
appropriate landform 
on a map based on 
clues. 
 
www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com 
 

Online Resource 
www.connected.
mcgraw-hill.com 
 
Workbook - 
“Living, 
Learning, and 
Working 
Together” 

1-2 school 
days 

http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
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Lesson 4 
“Seasons and 
Weather” 
 
SW learn about 
seasonal and weather 
changes and how 
these changes affect 
us and our 
communities. 
 

6.1.4.B.4 -Write an acrostic poem 
about weather. 
 
-Draw pictures of what 
students would do in each 
type of weather and 
season. 

-List natural resources. 
 
www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com 

Online Resource 
www.connected.
mcgraw-hill.com 
 
Workbook - 
“Living, 
Learning, and 
Working 
Together” 

1-2 school 
days 

Lesson 5 
“Town Maps” 
 
SW discuss town 
maps. SW create a 
map of where they 
live and write their 
addresses and phone 
numbers. 
 

6.1.4.B.1 
6.1.4.B.4 

-Draw a school map that 
leads to a specific school 
destination, and follow 
the map. 

-”Think, Pair, Share” - 
“How does the town 
map help us find the 
library?” “What 
direction is the library 
from the school?” 
 
-Following oral 
directions to label a 
map. 
 
-Draw a map of where 
student lives. 
 
-Write address and 
phone number. 
 
www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com 

Online Resource 
www.connected.
mcgraw-hill.com 
 
Workbook - 
“Living, 
Learning, and 
Working 
Together” 

1-2 school 
days 

http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
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Unit Wrap Up 
 
SW demonstrate 
understanding of 
where we live affects 
how we live. 

6.1.P.B.1 -“Home Sweet Home!” 
Project: SW be grouped 
and assigned one location 
(Antarctica, inside a 
volcano, in the desert, on 
the moon, under the 
ocean). SW draw a 
picture of their location 
and complete the 
following sentences using 
their location: 
“The weather is…”, “The 
seasons are…”, “We like 
to…” 
 

-Draw a picture of 
where student lives. 
 
-List favorite thing to 
do where student lives. 
 
-Identify the weather of 
where they live. 
 
www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com 

Online Resource 
www.connected.
mcgraw-hill.com 
 
Workbook - 
“Living, 
Learning, and 
Working 
Together” 

1-2 school 
days 

          
  

http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
http://www.connected.mcgraw-hill.com/
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 
Interdisciplinary 
Connections: 

Art: Kindergarten Community - SW create a two-dimensional house out of construction paper and use 
scrap paper to cut out details (roof, door, windows, etc.) 
Art: SW draw a map of their state, including county lines. 

Integration of Technology: During the Home Sweet Home! unit project, SW look at online maps and satellite images showing other 
areas of Earth, such as the desert. (ex. Google Earth, Mapquest, etc.) 

Differentiated Instruction: Help children build vocabulary by labeling items on the page. 
 
Work in a small groups with children to help them identify the landforms and bodies of water 
before they match the pictures. 
 
Have children tell verbally what they life to do in different seasons. Help them use labels from 
the previous page to copy the name of the season on the first line. Help them look on the 
previous pages to find weather words to copy into their story. 

21st Century Themes 
Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

SW identify the United 
States on a globe. If 
students or their families 
are from another part of the 
world, have students point 
out the places on the globe. 
 

 SW make a map of 
their community street 
with houses, stores, 
street signs, etc., as 
well as write street 
addresses. 

SW collect items that would be worn in different 
environments and sort them by the environment 
they would wear them in. 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and 
Innovation 

Critical Thinking and 
Problem Solving 

Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 
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SW sing “Itsy, Bitsy 
Spider” and identify the 
weather mentioned in the 
song. SW make their own 
verse with another kind of 
weather. 

SW make their own riddle 
about the seasons to present 
to the class. SW guess the 
season. 
 
SW match objects or pictures 
of objects with pictures of 
where they come. 

SW work in small 
groups to identify 
symbols on the map 
keys on different types 
of maps. 
 
SW act out with a 
partner of one of the 
places learned. 

Guided Readers: 
“Celebrate the Seasons” 
-Draw and label a picture of favorite season. 
 
“From Here to There” 
-Draw a picture of one way you would like to 
travel. 
 
“Look Out!” 
-Create a street sign and explain what it means. 
 
“Highest and Lowest” 

Media Literacy ICT Literacy Life and Career Skills 
Teacher Read Alouds: 
“As the Crow Flies: A 
First Book of Maps” 
“Chester, the Worldly 
Pig” 
“Mapping Penny’s 
World” 
“Seasons” 
“My Map Book” 
Independent Reading: 
“The Country Mouse 
and the City Mouse” 
“Away We Go” 

Videos (Learn 360): 
“Honk, Toot and Swo-
Swoosh: Time Alone” 
“Maps and Globes” 
“Map Adventures in the 
Park” 
“Summer” 
“Respect for Rules” 
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