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Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 

(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

(NJSLS)/(CCSS) 

Student Accomplishments Assessment 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

Unit Opener-  
To celebrate our 
American Culture, 
explore U.S symbols, 
study veterans and 
astronauts,  study 
important people from 
American History, and 
recognize national 
holidays. 

 By studying this unit 
students will develop their 
understanding of the big 
idea; We celebrate our 
culture. 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com) 
 
-students will engage in 
a scavenger hunt 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcg
raw-hill.com) 
- McGraw hill 
kindergarten 
workbook 
 

5-7 days 

Lesson 1-  American 
Flag and State Flag 
Students will learn 
about the flag of our 
country and state. 
Students will learn 
what a symbol is. 

CCSS: 
RI.K.4  
SS.K.A.2.5 
 
NJSLS: 
6.2.2B 
6.1.4.D.17 
6.1.4.D.18 
 

-Throughout this lesson, 
students will actively 
explore the Essential 
Question: Why do we 
celebrate America? 
-Inquiry into the Essential 
Question will help students 
develop their understanding 
of the unit Big Idea: Rules 
help us get along. 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com) 
 
-On a sheet of butcher 
paper or a whiteboard, 
write the word symbol. 
-Have children 
brainstorm symbols of 
our country. 
 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcg
raw-hill.com) 
- mcgraw hill 
kindergarten 
workbook 
- workbook lesson 
read aloud with 
comprehension 
questions 
- level reader Betsy 
Ross 

1-2 days 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 2 - Showing 
Courage 
-In this lesson, students 
will learn about 
courage and how it is 
demonstrated. They 
will discuss astronauts. 

CCSS: 
SS.K.A.1.2 
SS.K.A.2.2  
SS.K.2.4 
 
NJSLS: 
6.1.4.A.10 

-Throughout this lesson, 
students will develop their 
understanding of the unit 
Big Idea: We celebrate our 
culture. 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com) 
 
-Children will respond 
to prompts about 
Veterans Day and 
Memorial Day 
 
- think, pair, share- 
what does a metal 
signify 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcg
raw-hill.com) 
- McGraw hill 
kindergarten 
workbook 
- workbook lesson 
read aloud with 
comprehension 
questions 
- think, pair, share- 
what does a metal 
signify 

1-2 days 
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Lesson 3- Martin 
Luther King Jr. 
In this lesson, students 
will learn about Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and 
his contribution to our 
country. 

CCSS: 
SS.K.A.1.2 
SS.K.A.2.2 
SS.K.A.2.4 
 
NJSLS: 
6.2.2A 
6.2.2D 
6.1.4.A.10 

-students will explore the 
Essential Question: What 
does it mean to have 
freedom? 
- the Essential Question in 
order to  help students 
develop their understanding 
of the Big Idea: We 
celebrate our culture. 
 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com) 
-think, pair, share - 
How did Martin Luther 
King Jr. show courage? 
-students will illustrate 
a picture of what they 
know about MLK jr. 
 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcg
raw-hill.com) 
- McGraw hill 
kindergarten 
workbook 
-think, pair, share - 
How did Martin 
Luther King Jr. 
show courage? 
-Create foldable of 
book of MLK jr. 
 

1-2 days 

Lesson 4- Harriet 
Tubman 
 
In this lesson, students 
will learn about the 
courageous story of 
Harriet Tubman.  

CCSS: 
SS.K.A.2.2 
SS.K.A.2.4 
RI.2 
RI.3 
 
NJSLS: 
6.2.2A 
6.2.2D 
6.1.4.A.10 

-students will students 
develop their understanding 
of the Big Idea: We 
celebrate our culture. 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com) 
-students will discuss 
the main topic and key 
details of her story to 
retell it through 
illustration. 
 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcg
raw-hill.com) 
- McGraw hill 
kindergarten 
workbook 
- word web (courage)  
 

1-2 days 

Lesson 5- Famous 
Presidents 
-In this lesson, students 
will learn about 
Abraham Lincoln and 
George Washington. 
They will discuss why 
being President is a big 
responsibility.  

CCSS: 
SS.K.A.2.2 
SS.K.A.2.4 
 
NJSLS: 
6.2.2C 
6.1.4.D.6 

- students will actively 
explore the Essential 
Question: Why is being 
President a big 
responsibility? 
- students will develop their 
understanding of the unit 
Big Idea: We celebrate our 
culture. 
 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com) 
-Read aloud: Our First 
President with 
comprehension 
questions 
 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcg
raw-hill.com) 
- McGraw hill 
kindergarten 
workbook 
 
-Read aloud: First 
President 

1-2 days 
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Lesson 6- Celebrating 
America 
 
-Students will learn 
about ways we 
celebrate our country 
and identify symbols of 
America. Students will 
compare our national 
holidays to other 
country’s holidays. 

CCSS: 
SS.K.A.2.2 
SS.K.A.2.3 
SS.K.A.2.5 
RI.1 
RI.2 
RI.9 
 
NJSLS: 
6.2.4E 
6.1.4.D.17 
6.1.P.D.3 
6.1.P.D.4 

-students will explore the 
Essential Question: How do 
we celebrate America? 
-students will develop their 
understanding of the  Big 
Idea: We celebrate our 
culture. 
 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com) 
-Read aloud: Indian 
New Year with 
comprehension 
questions 
- venn diagram 
comparing 
independence days 
 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcg
raw-hill.com) 
- McGraw hill 
kindergarten 
workbook 
-Read aloud: Indian 
New Year with 
comprehension 
questions 
- venn diagram 
comparing 
independence days 
 

1-2 days 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 7- Thanksgiving 
 
-In this lesson, students 
will learn about 
Pocahontas. They will 
also discuss 
Thanksgiving. 

CCSS: 
SS.K.A.2.4 
SS.K.A.2.2 
 
NJSLS: 
6.1.4.D.17 

-students will explore the 
Essential Question: Why 
does it take courage to help 
new people 
-students will develop their 
understanding of the  Big 
Idea: We celebrate our 
culture. 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com) 
-Reading and 
comprehension 
questions 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcg
raw-hill.com) 
-Reading and 
comprehension 
questions 

1-2 days 

Unit Wrap Up 
-In this lesson, students 
will review concepts 
learned in Unit 3. 

6.1.4.D.17 
6.1.P.D.3 
6.1.P.D.4 

-students will reflect upon 
what they have learned in 
Unit 3 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcgra
w-hill.com) 
 

-online website 
(www.connected.mcg
raw-hill.com) 
-Class celebration 
poster project 

1 day 
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 
Interdisciplinary 
Connections: 

Science: 
What Is It Made Of? Students will collect items made from metal, wood, and stone and sort them. 
Art: 
Mural of the United States- Students will make a mural of their country. 
Blocks- Students will build famous American buildings using pictures as a guide. 

Integration of Technology: Group Technology Project to provide additional activities to enhance your students’ knowledge of technology while 
working collaboratively. 
Students will complete the Class Celebration poster project. Teacher will assist each poster-making team in 
searching online clip-art sites to find and print pictures to decorate their posters. Print the pictures and allow them to 
cut and paste them onto their poster. 

Differentiated Instruction: -Students brainstorm symbols used in the classroom 
-Dictate written work 
-Writing along with illustrations 

21st Century Themes 
Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

Comparing worldwide 
national holidays 

 Biographies: 
Cesar Chavez 
Coretta Scott King 
Daniel Inouye 
Helen Keller 
John Muir 

 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and 
Innovation 

Critical Thinking and 
Problem Solving 

Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Mural of the United States- Symbol Books- Students will Think, Pair, Share The Apple Man 
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Students will make a mural of 
their country. 

illustrate own page with 
national symbols. 

In Space 

Media Literacy ICT Literacy Life and Career Skills 
Teacher Read Alouds: 
-A Picture Book of Benjamin 
Franklin 
-My First Fourth of July Book 
-Capital! Washington D.C. 
from A to Z 
-The Bald Eagle 
-I Pledge Allegiance 
-What Freedom Means to Me: 
A Flag Day Story 
-Meet Our Flag, Old Glory 
 
 
 

Videos: The Statue of Liberty, 
Flag Facts, Holiday Facts and 
Fun: Veterans Day, Harriet 
Tubman and her Escape to 
Freedom, Presidents Day, 
Thanksgiving 
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