
HANOVER TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS CHORAL CURRICULUM 
Memorial Junior School, Grades 6 - 8 

 
NJCCCS for Visual & Performing Arts: "The expectation at this level is that all students demonstrate 'competency' in the content knowledge and skills delineated for the selected arts discipline." 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
Units of Study 

 
 
 
NJCCCS 

 
 
 
Correlation to National Standards 

 
 
Examples of 21st Century 
Technology Integration 

 
 
Opportunities for Cross 
Curricular Connections 

 
 
Examples of Differentiated 
Stategies 

 
 
Assessing Student  Growth: Yearly 
Student Learning Targets 

 
6th Grade 

1.1 The Creative  Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements & principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, & visual 
art. 

 
 
Pre-existing 
compositions are re- 
arranged through 
diverse 
instrumentation, and 
rhythmic variations. 

 
 
 
1.1 The 
Creative 
Process 

 
 
2. Performing on instruments, alone 
and with others, a varied repertoire 
of music. 3. Improvising melodies, 
variations, and accompaniments.  
4. Composing and arranging music 
within specified guidelines. 

 
 
Garage Band allows students to 
arrange and mix recordings. 
They can alter instrumentation, 
add loops, and adjust levels of 
different parts. 

 
Computer Science   

 
Music Element Lottery: Student 
groups will draw from a hat a 
piece of paper: each includes a 
different element of music which 
can be altered in a given song. 
The groups are responsible for 
deciding those changes (i.e. 
rhythmic, instrumental or lyrical) 

 
Students will be able to take a selected 
piece of music, and create alternate 
versions, while still maintaining the 
integrity and essence of the original 
example. 

 

1.2 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, and influence of the arts throughout  history and across cultures. 
 
Scales, modalities, 
and harmonic 
progressions in 
contemporary music 
are compared with 
historically 
significant musical 
examples from 
around the world. 

 
1.2 History of 
Arts and 
Culture 

 
5. Reading and notating music. 8. 
Understanding relationships 
between music, the other arts, and 
disciplines outside the arts. 9. 
Understanding music in relation to 
history and culture. 

 
ProTools allows students to 
import a recording of a 
historically or culturally 
significant song, and via multi- 
track technology, they can add 
a contemporary track (with the 
same chord progression) and 
alter tempo/pitch to match/sync 
up the two recordings. 

 
World Cultures: 
Students build an 
accompanying 
instrument out of a 
gourd. 

 
Scale Inventors: Students share 
keyboards. At each station, they 
pick a series of notes within an 
octave to create a scale of some 
sort. Where does the scale sound 
like it would come from? How 
does it compare to scales and 
modalities that actually come from 
those locations? Similarities will 
be identified. 

 
Students Find Connections Between 
Contemporary Music and 
Universal/Worldly Musical Concepts, 
via Critical Pedagogy. 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, & technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 
theatre, & visual art. 

 
Observations of Pop- 
Star Warm-Ups, and 
Commencement of 
Vocal Exercises 
Designed to 
Strengthen the Voice 

 
 
1.3 
Performance 

 
 
1. Singing, alone and with others, 
a varied repertoire of music. 

Spectrogram software allows 
students to watch a visual 
representation of the aural 
spectrum in their voices. 
Different formants can be 
identified, and deficient areas 
(i.e. the 'Singers Formant' can 
be diagnosed and corrected). 

 
Science: Acoustics 

 
Acoustic Explorers: Students in 
groups find rooms in the school 
that have optimal acoustical space. 
How can the spaces within our 
anatomy (i.e. vocal tract) mimic 
the optimal spaces in our school? 

 
 
Students are Introduced  to Vocal 
Exercises & 'Breath Support.' 
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Repertoire that 
includes rounds, 
partner songs, and 
mash-ups are 
rehearsed and 
performed. 

 
1.3 
Performance 

 
1. Singing, alone and with others, 
a varied repertoire of music. 

 
Website features 
include practice audio files, 
with which students can sing 
their assigned alternate 
melodies/harmonies. 

 
Language Arts: 
Students write lyrics for 
simple rounds. 

 
Mash-Up Creation: Each student 
group is given a list of songs that 
have the same harmonic 
progressions.  Those groups must 
figure out how to sing at least two 
of the songs on the list at the same 
time. 

 
Students will comfortably perform 
basic harmonies. 

 
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
A. Aesthetic  Responses 

 
 

Discovering 
appropriate musical 

& vocal models. 

 
 
1.4 Aesthetic 
Responses & 
Critique 
Methodologies 

 
 
6. Listening to, analyzing, and 
describing music. 

 
 
YouTube videos (that have been 

pre-screened for content), 
featuring high-level 

performances will be presented 

 
 
 

20th Century History 

 
 

The Voice: MJS Edition. In teams 
students will pick/sign artists of 
different eras/styles (i.e. Jazz) to 

their teams. 

 
 

Students will listen to various 
arrangements, or versions, of similar 
songs performed by other artists in 
different eras, and will listen for 
aesthetically pleasing qualities. 

B. Critique Methodologies 
 

 
Recognizing 

distinguishing traits 
in  various 

performances. 

 

 
1.4 Aesthetic 
Responses & 
Critique 
Methodologies 

 
 
7. Evaluating music and music 
performances. 

 

 
VLC Media Player can convert 
videos to audio files which can 
then be imported into programs 

that analyze frequency. 

 
 

Computer Science   

 

 
Reality Show Voting: Students vote 

off artists, and explain what 
deficiencies contributed to the 
decision. Top performers are 

identified and described. 

 

 
Students will identify the 

distinguishing characteristics that 
strengthen or weaken each 

performance. 
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7th Grade 
1.1 The Creative Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements & principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, theatre, & visual  
art. 

 
Differentiated 
Instruction, including 
the 'Carousel 
Approach.' Teacher 
facilitates students to 
make decisions 
regarding musical 
interpretations. 

 
1.1 The 
Creative 
Process 

 
3. Improvising melodies, 
variations, and accompaniments. 
4. Composing and arranging music 
within specified guidelines. 5. 
Reading and notating music. 

 
Sibelius notation software can 
allow students to add details 
(including dynamic and 
rhythmic markings) to a 
musical score. 

 
Art: Students can draw 
or paint, reflecting the 
expressive qualities in 
the music. 

 
Scavenger Hunt:  Students in 
groups are assigned a section of 
music, and must find musical 
elements in the classroom that fit 
their example. 

 
Students are active collaborators in 
interpreting the music. They will 
discover and implement elements 
which include nuance, phrasing, and 
dynamics. 

 
1.2 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, and influence of the arts throughout h is to ry  and across cultures. 

 
 
Students draw artistic 
representations of the 
music, or find pre- 
existing works of art 
from around the 
world, that reflect the 
mood, feeling, or 
meaning of the 
music. 

 
 
1.2 History of 
Arts and 
Culture 

 
 
8. Understanding relationships 
between music, the other arts, and 
disciplines outside the arts. 9. 
Understanding music in relation to 
history and culture. 

 
 
iMovie software allows 
students to create music 
videos, in which images of 
works of art are set to the 
music that is rehearsed in 
chorus class. 

History & Art. Visual Art 
and Performing Arts are 
very closely related. 
(i.e. Impressionist Art 
looks the way 
Impressionist Music 
sounds). Also, during 
times of war around the 
world, there often exists 
a strong visual & 
performing arts 
connection. 

 
 
Spin the Musical Period Wheel.   
Students in groups spin a wheel, 
that is labeled with different 
musical eras (from Renaissance to 
Contemporary).  The groups must 
play the corresponding audio 
sample and find the work of art 
(printed on cards) that could match 
the music. 

 
 
Students will identify similarities 
between periods in music and periods 
in art. (i.e. Renaissance/Baroque/ 
Classical/Romantic/ Impressionistic). 

 

1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, & technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in dance, music, 
theatre, & visual art. 

 
GVT, or Group Vocal 
Technique, is further 
implemented, to 
develop student 
vocal aptitude. 

 
1.3 
Performance 

 
1. Singing, alone and with others, 
a varied repertoire of music. 3. 
Improvising melodies, variations, 
and accompaniments. 

 
Melodyne software analyzes 
student pitch, rhythm, and 
timbre deficiencies. Students 
can manipulate the recording 
for enhanced results. After a 
comparison of the original and 
engineered versions, students 
will re-record, with a greater 
awareness of areas for 
improvement. 

 
Science: Anatomy & 
Physiology 

 
Breath Support Contest: Students 
take books and support them 
against the wall as they breathe 
before they sing. As their air runs 
out, the expansion & support 
should be maintained. Who can 
support the books throughout the 
musical phrase? 

 
Students build on the concept of 
support, with the practice of 
'appoggio' or leaning out. They also 
begin to understand the concepts of 
SHF (Spacious/High/Forward) Singing, 
with an understanding of the function 
of the larynx, hard/soft palate, and 
tongue. 
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Repertoire includes 
homophonic 
textures. 

 
1.3 
Performance 

 
1. Singing, alone and with others, a 
varied repertoire of music. 2. 
Performing on instruments, alone 
and with others, a varied repertoire 
of music. 

 
Vocoder Devices build 
harmonization ability. 

 
Math & Science:   
Intervals between pitch, 
are mathematically  & 
scientifically 
measurable: 
http://physics.info/musi 
c/ 

 
Differentiated Instruction Cubes: 
Student roll two large soft cubes, 
each with a solfege syllable on it. 
Half of class sings one pitch 
syllable, and the second half sings 
the other, to create a harmonic 
interval. 

 
Students recognize harmonies in 
3rds/6ths/5ths, by playing/hearing 
intervals on instruments first, and then 
performing chordal harmonies with 
their voices. 

 
1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 
 
 

A. Aesthetic  Responses 
 
 
Implementing  student 
developed  standards 
during rehearsal & 

performance. 

 
 
1.4 Aesthetic 
Responses & 
Critique 
Methodologies 

 
 
6. Listening to, analyzing, and 
describing music. 

 
 
Quicktime video recordings of 
a choral rehearsal. 

 
 
Communications 

 
Filming a Music Video: Students 
will perform and share different 
roles/responsibilities within the 
recording process, including 
director, performer, musical 
director, camera-person, basic 
editor (trimming video), etc. 

 
Students will record rehearsals in 
class, aiming to exhibit aesthetically 
appealing qualities. 

B. Critique Methodologies 
 
 

Distinguishing 
between  strengths 
and weakness in 

student 
performances. 

 
 
1.4 Aesthetic 
Responses & 
Critique 
Methodologies 

 
 
7. Evaluating music and music 
performances. 

Rehearsal recording files can 
be immediately uploaded to 
the website. Upon 
downloading, students will be 
able to note whether or not 
expressive and dynamic theory 
has effectively been put to into 
practice via 
the multimedia blog. 

 
 

Language 
Arts/ Computer 
Science 

 
Student Voices/Student Choices:   
Students will choose one of the 
following:  1) Write a review of 
their own vocal performance. 2) 
Draw an ad that illustrates the 
strengths of the vocal performance. 
3) List pros/cons of the vocal 
performance. 

 
Students will download the audio files 
from the website and write-up a 
review/critique of their performance 
on the web blog. 

http://physics.info/musi
http://physics.info/musi
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8th Grade 
 

1.1 The Creative  Process: All students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements & principles that govern the creation of works of art in dance, music, 
theatre, & visual art. 

 
 
 
 
1.1.8.B.1 

 
5. Reading and 
notating music. 6. 
Listening to, 
analyzing, and 
describing music. 9. 
Understanding 
music in relation to 
history and culture. 

 
Common, 
recognizable 
musical forms often 
have characteristics 
related to specific 
cultural traditions. 

 
Analyze the application of the 
elements of music in diverse 
Western and non-Western 
musical works from different 
historical eras using active 
listening and by reading and 
interpreting written scores. 

 
Skype with 
composers from 
around the world, 
and classrooms from 
other countries to 
discuss the 
distinctive forms in 
their music. 

 
Math/Science: The 
"Golden Ratio," 
Fibonacci, and 
musical form. 
http://www.goldennu 
mber.net/music/ 

Find the Golden Section:   
Students each pick a 
different musical score. 
Using the fibonacci series 
& the "golden ratio," they 
will calculate where a 
golden section could 
occur. Is there a musical 
event which occurs here? 
In most cases, there will 
be. 

 
With culturally & historically 
varied repertoire, students will 
be able to identify 
distinguishing characteristics 
between the musical 
selections. 

 
 
 
1.1.8.B.2 

 
 
 
4. Composing and 
arranging music 
within specified 
guidelines. 5. 
Reading and 
notating music. 6. 
Listening to, 
analyzing, and 
describing music. 

 
 
 
Compositional 
techniques used in 
different styles and 
genres of music vary 
according to 
prescribed  sets of 
rules. 

 
 
 
Compare and contrast the use 
of structural forms and the 
manipulation of the elements 
of music in diverse styles and 
genres of musical 
compositions. 

 
 
 
Hooktheory.com, 
and its apps, are 
designed for K-12 
theory and 
compositional 
education. 

 
 
 
Math: Music Theory 
(specifically rhythm 
& harmony) have 
math correlations 

 
 
Music Theory Riddles:   
Students are given riddles, 
each about a different element 
of music theory. They must 
guess the correct concept. For 
example: "I have five 
parts 
Which make another four. I 
need every part, 
And may use even more." 
(Musical Staff) by Tracy 

 
 
Beyond the ability to identify 
note names, students will 
begin to understand basic 
theory that includes form, 
scales/modes, harmonic 
relationships. 

 
1.2 History of the Arts and Culture: All students will understand the role, development, and influence of the arts throughout  history and across cultures. 

 
 
1.2.8.A.1 

 
 
8. Understanding 
relationships 
between music, the 
other arts, and 
disciplines outside 
the arts. 9. 
Understanding 
music in relation to 
history and culture. 

 
 
Technological 
changes have and 
will continue to 
substantially 
influence the 
development and 
nature of the arts. 

 
 
Map historical innovations in 
dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art that were caused by 
the creation of new 
technologies. 

 
 
Microphones and 
amplifiers will be 
added/removed to 
illustrate why voices 
had to be large, and 
concert halls had to 
be acoustically 
exceptional prior to 
technological 
advancements. 

 
 
Science: Acoustics 

 
 
Concert Manager Role 
Playing: Students plan a 
concert for an artist of 
their choice. Depending 
on the singer or 
instrumentalist, students 
need to design the size of 
the venue and the 
amplification (i.e. 
microphones/speakers) 
requirements. 

 
performance practices of the 
past, which can help trace the 
evolution of music through 
technology. Microphones 
make operatic technique and 
acoustic space less crucial. 
Contemporary vocal technique 
and stadiums have supplanted 
these standards, and music has 
evolved (i.e. opera to operetta, 
to musical theater, to recorded 
vocal music). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will explore the 
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1.2.8.A.2 

 
 
8. Understanding 
relationships 
between music, the 
other arts, and 
disciplines outside 
the arts. 9. 
Understanding 
music in relation to 
history and culture. 

 
Tracing the histories 
of dance, music, 
theatre, and visual 
art in world cultures 
provides insight into 
the lives of people 
and their values. 

 
Differentiate past and 
contemporary works of dance, 
music, theatre, and visual art 
that represent important ideas, 
issues, and events that are 
chronicled in the histories of 
diverse cultures. 

 
Online, countless 
articles have been 
posted with regard 
to events that have 
shaped music 
around the world. 
Example: 
http://www.themusic 
network.com/music- 
features/industry/200 
9/12/14/events-that- 
shaped-the-decade/ 

 
History/Social 
Studies/World 
Cultures: Identify 
the ideas, issues, and 
events that shape 
music. 

 
Activity  Students in 
groups will be given two 
stacks of cards. The 
shorter pile will have 
green cards that are 
labeled with common 
ideas, issues, and events. 
The larger stack will each 
have a name of a famous 
song. Students wil have to 
match the white cards 
from the larger stack to 

 
Students will not only see the 
differences between 
contemporary and historical 
music, but also the similarities. 
They will be able to identify 
both unique, and common 
ideas, issues, and events that 
can shape music. 

 
1.2.8.A.3 

 
8. Understanding 
relationships between 
music, the other arts, 
and disciplines 
outside the arts. 9. 
Understanding music 
in relation to history 
and culture. 

 
The arts reflect 
cultural morays and 
personal aesthetics 
throughout the ages. 

 
Analyze the social, historical, 
and political impact of artists 
on culture and the impact of 
culture on the arts. 

 
Ebooks (online 
versions) by W.W. 
Norton & Company 
have specific content 
about history & 
"Music in Context" 

 
Language Arts & 
History: Read 
poetry written during 
American periods of 
war, and listen to the 
poetry set to music. 

 
 
Game Show: Music & 
History Students will listen to 
a musical example, and "buzz 
in" or raise hands to be the 
first to match it with the 
historical event associated 
with it.  Several events can be 
written on the 

 
Students will understand how 
world events in history have 
shaped musical output in 
different cultures (i.e. war, 
poverty, prosperity, politics, 
and isolation). 

 
1.3 Performance: All students will synthesize those skills, media, methods, & technologies appropriate to creating, performing, and/or presenting works of art in 

dance, music, theatre, & visual art. 
 
1.3.8.B.1 and with others, a 

varied repertoire of 
music. 
2. Performing on 
instruments, alone 
and with others, a 
varied repertoire of 
music. 4. 
Composing and 
arranging music 
within specified 
guidelines. 5. 
Reading and 
notating music. 

 

 
Western, non- 
Western, and avant- 
garde notation 
systems have 
distinctly different 
characteristics. 

 

 
Perform instrumental or vocal 
compositions using complex 
standard and non-standard 
Western, non-Western, and 
avant-garde notation. 

 
Adobe Illustrator (or 
an equivalent 
graphics program), 
can allow a student 
to create a symbol 
and save a file that 
can be imported into 
Sibelius notation 
software. 

 
Art & Graphic 
Design: Students 
create visual 
representations of 
sound effects. 

 
Notation Formulation  A 
student volunteer sings or 
plays a sound effect. 
Students draw what they 
hear. 

 
Students will be encouraged to 
develop their own symbols 
that delineate musical 
indications. 

 

 
 

Music History Matching 
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1.3.8.B.2 

 

1. Singing, alone 
and with others, a 
varied repertoire of 
music. 
2. Performing on 
instruments, alone 
and with others, a 
varied repertoire of 
music. 

 
Stylistic 
considerations vary 
across genres, 
cultures, and 
historical eras. 

 
Perform independently and in 
groups with expressive 
qualities appropriately aligned 
with the stylistic 
characteristics of the genre. 

Audacity is a 
freeware program 
that, while simple, is 
powerful enough to 
handle dynamic 
(volume) 
manipulations and 
time/phrasing 
alterations. As 
students experiment 
with the program, 
they can begin to 
notice how even 
minimal adjustments 
can make a 
significant 
improvement. 

 
Art: Students will 
create a visual 
representation of 
entire songs. 

 
Musical Cartography:   
Teacher plays a song, and 
the student can draw an 
"expressive map" of a 
song, without notes. 

 
Nuance, dynamics, and 
phrasing will be among the 
expressive musical qualities 
exhibited during solo, 
instrumental/ 
accompaniment and choral 
performance. 

 
 
1.3.8.B.3 

 
5. Reading and 
notating music. 

 
Understanding of 
discipline-specific 
arts terminology 
(e.g., crescendo, 
diminuendo, 
pianissimo, forte, 
etc.) is a component 
of music literacy. 

 
Apply theoretical 
understanding of expressive 
and dynamic music 
terminology to the 
performance of written scores 
in the grand staff. 

 
Zoom H1 MP3 
Recorders that measure 
decibel levels will be 
used in rehearsals.  
During playback, we 
can see if there is a 
measurable difference 
between dynamic 
levels, and if they match 
the indicated 
terminology. 

 
Foreign Language: The 
relationship between 
music terminology and 
Latin-based languages, 
and how it translates to 
English. Are there 
words from their 
foreign language class 
that can be used to 
provide musical 
directions? 

 
Writing New Terminology: 

 
Students will build on their 
foundations with deeper 
terminology (particularly with 
regard to dynamics), and more 
complicated implementation. 

Using words from foreign 
language classes, students 
find ways to use them for 
musical directions. 
Students will share the 
word  & its meaning with 
the class. 

 
1.3.8.B.4 

 
1. Singing, alone and 
with others, a varied 
repertoire of music. 
3. Improvising 
melodies, variations, 
and 
accompaniments. 

 
Improvisation is a 
compositional skill 
that is dependent on 
understanding the 
elements of music as 
well as stylistic 
nuances of historical 
eras and genres of 
music  

 
Improvise music in a selected 
genre or style, using the 
elements of music that are 
consistent with basic playing 
and/or singing techniques in 
that genre or style. 

 
iPad apps 
like "Improviser" 
provide practical 
exercises in 
12 keys. 

 
Language Arts: 
Poetic Improvisation, 
Rhythm & Tone. 

 
 
Choose Your Own Ending: 

 
 
Students have the ability to 
perform (sing) improvised 
solos, based on melodies that 
they have altered with 
rhythmic variations, melodic 
embellishments,and fioratura. 

Each student group has to 
decide an ending to a song. 
Does it feature a ritardando, 
embellishment, or a deceptive 
cadence? 
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1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works 
of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

 
A. Aesthetic  Response 

Students are active listeners to their own performances. 
 
 
1.4.8.A.1 

 
 
6. Listening to, 
analyzing, and 
describing music. 

Contextual clues to 
artistic intent are 
embedded in artworks. 
Analysis of archetypal 
or consummate works 
of art requires 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
culturally specific art 
within historical 

 

 
Generate observational and 
emotional responses to diverse 
culturally and historically specific 
works of dance, 
music, theatre, and visual art 

 
Sketch Synth 2 
App/Software Program 
"brings art, musical 
sounds and drawing 
together for a creative 
sound- sculpting 
experience" 

 
Art/ 
Social Studies/
World Cultures/
History 

 
 
Differentiated Assignment: 

 
 
Students will be able to 
provide objective and 
subjective  responses to 
historically or culturally 
significant music. 

Students can choose to 
draw a picture of the song 
(emotional response), or 
describe their 
observations. 

 
 
 
1.4.8.A.2 

 

 
 
6. Listening to, 
analyzing, and 
describing music. 

 

 
 
Art may be used for 
utilitarian and non- 
utilitarian purposes. 

 

 
 
Identify works of dance, 
music, theatre, and visual art 
that are used for utilitarian 
and non-utilitarian purposes. 

 

 
 
Internet 
Research Sites & 
Search Engines 

 
 
 
Social Studies 

A list of songs with a 
social impact that exceeds 
the musical value are 
posted on the board. After 
hearing a song on the list, 
each group takes turns 
asking the "librarian" 
(teacher) to perform a 
single computer search to 
hopefully reveal the social 
issue that is associated 
with each song. 

 

 
Students will identify if music 
serves a function beyond being 
musically satisfying. 

 
 
 
1.4.8.A.3 

 
 
 
6. Listening to, 
analyzing, and 
describing music. 

 
Performance 
technique in dance, 
music, theatre, and 
visual art varies 
according to historical 
era and genre. 

 
Distinguish among artistic 
styles, trends, and movements 
in dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art within diverse 
cultures and historical eras. 

 
Computer-
Projected (Editable) 
Maps & Timelines. 

 
World 
Cultures/History 

 
Pin the music on the map 
and/or timeline. With each 
song played, students take 
turns marking where on a 
map or timeline the song 
belongs. 

 
Students can determine the 
geographical or chronological 
characteristics of each piece of 
music. 

 
 
1.4.8.A.4 

 
 
6. Listening to, 
analyzing, and 
describing music. 

Abstract ideas may 
be expressed in 
works of dance, 
music, theatre, and 
visual art using a 
genre’s stylistic traits. 

Compare and contrast 
changes in the accepted 
meanings of known artworks 
over time, given shifts in 
societal norms, beliefs, or 
values. 

 
Music Morphing / DJ 

 
 
 
 
 
History 

 
MJS DJ: Students morph 
an older version of a song 
into a newer version, 
identifying smooth pivot 
areas. 

 
Students will understand how 
music evolves, and 
concurrently, how and why 
perception of music also 
changes. Software 
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1.4.8.A.5 

 
 
6. Listening to, 
analyzing, and 
describing music. 

 
 
Symbolism and 
metaphor are 
characteristics of art 
and art-making. 

 
 
Interpret symbolism and 
metaphors embedded in 
works of dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art. 

 
 
Rhymezone.com will 
assist students with 
lyrical re-writes. 

 
Language Arts 

Lyrical Re-write. In 
addition to identifying 
literary devices in music, 
students will take songs 
with one-dimensional 
lyrics, and re-write them 
to include symbolism and 
metaphors. 

Students will analyze the text 
of the choral music to identify 
literary devices. 

 
1.4.8.A.6 

 
6. Listening to, 
analyzing, and 
describing music. 

 
Awareness of basic 
elements of style and 
design in dance, 
music, theatre, and 
visual art inform the 
creation of criteria 
for judging 
originality. 

 
Differentiate between 
“traditional” works of art and 
those that do not use 
conventional elements of style 
to express new ideas. 

Metronome 
Programs keep time 
with different 
settings that support 
various metric 
designs in dance & 
music. Some 
abstract forms will 
not fit with any 

Non-
Musical Performing 
Arts: (i.e. Interpretive 
Dance/ Ballet/ 
Ballroom Dance / 
Theater) 

 
Match the dancers 
with the music. 
Students watch a formal 
dance routine (with 
sound muted). They 
then listen 
to various examples. They 
must identify which song 

    

 
Students will identify common 
forms & musical structures, 
and will recognize music that 
deviates from these norms. 

 
 
1.4.8.A.7 

 
6. Listening to, 
analyzing, and 
describing music. 

 
Artwork may be both 
utilitarian and non- 
utilitarian. Relative 
merits of works of art 
can be assessed 
through analysis of 
form, function, 
craftsmanship, and 
originality. 

 
Analyze the form, function, 
craftsmanship, and originality 
of representative works of 
dance, music, theatre, and 
visual art. 

 
52Composers.com & 

 
Art/Social 
Studies/History 

Theory Bingo: Teacher 
will play an excerpt of 
music that contains a 
theory concept. Students 
will have bingo cards 
labeled with the theory 
concepts. When they 
hear the example, they 
will mark the appropriate 
parts of their boards. 

 
Students will demonstrate an 
understanding of basic 
compositional techniques and 
approaches,  as well as the 
context surrounding the 
composer's purpose. 

Classicsforkids.com 
give background info 
on composers, in 
addition to audio 
samples, which help 
provide context for 
their compositional 
style. 

 
B. Critique Methodologies 

 

As active listeners during performance, students can adjust 'on-the-fly,' demonstrating awareness & an appropriate critical reaction. 
 
 
1.4.8.B.1 

 
 
7. Evaluating music 
and music 
performances. 

 
 
Assessing a work of 
art without critiquing 
the artist requires 
objectivity and an 
understanding of the 
work’s content and 
form. 

 
 
Evaluate the effectiveness of a 
work of art by differentiating 
between the artist’s technical 
proficiency and the work’s 
content or form. 

 
Powerpoint can 
create simple 
animations 
(prepared in 
advance): With each 
correct point, a 
green check mark is 
added. After three 
checks, the bars are 
lifted, and the song 

 
 
Art / Debate/ Law 

 
 
Judge, Lawyer, & Jury:  A 
piece of abstract music is 
put in prison. The judge & 
jury must decide if it 
should be released. What 
does the music offer, if not 
beauty? 

 
 
Students will recognize that 
some music that they do not 
particularly enjoy, can 
nevertheless be appreciated, 
based on the composer's or 
performer's mastery. 
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1.4.8.B.2 

 
7. Evaluating music 
and music 
performances. 

 
Visual fluency is the 
ability to differentiate 
formal and informal 
structures and 
objectively apply 
observable criteria to 
the assessment of 
artworks, without 
consideration of the 
artist. 

 
Differentiate among basic 
formal structures and 
technical proficiency of artists 
in works of dance, music, 
theatre, and visual art. 

FaceTime with 
contemporary 
composers (whose 
music we are 
currently rehearsing) 
to not only get 
feedback about our 
performance, but 
also to discuss and 
assess other musical 
works. 

 
Visual & Non- 
Musical Performing 
Arts 

Composer Jeopardy:  In 
the format of Jeopardy, 
students select a point 
value on the board that 
reveals an answer. 
Student responses will 
begin with "Who is  ." 
(Fill in the blank with the 
composer name…often 
one whose music we are 
currently preparing). 

 
Students will discover 
distinguishing characteristics 
(i.e. form & theory) between 
musical composers. 

 
 
1.4.8.B.3 

 
 
7. Evaluating music 
and music 
performances. 

 
 
Universal elements 
of art and principles 
of design apply 
equally to artwork 
across cultures and 
historical eras. 

 
 
Compare and contrast 
examples of archetypal 
subject matter in works of art 
from diverse cultural contexts 
and historical eras by writing 
critical essays. 

 
 
The Computer Lab 
will allow students 
to research and type 
the critical essays 
required for this 
element. 

 
 
Language Arts, 
Social Studies/World 
Cultures/History 

History Card Game: A 
timeline is drawn on the 
board that delineates 
historical periods 
(Renaissance/Baroque/ 
Classical/Romantic/ 
Impressionist/Modern). 
Students tag the timeline 
with cards that have 
aesthetically-desirable 
characteristics printed on 
them. With many 
duplicate cards placed in 
different eras, students 
will be able to trace 
common threads. 

 
 
 
Students will write about 
common threads between 
aesthetically beautiful music of 
different cultures and eras. 

 

 


