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Hanover Township Public Schools 

 
         Art Curriculum   
 
A curriculum plan is one phase of the curriculum process.  Based on the specific expectations for student achievement 

delineated in the NJSLS, groups of teachers develop a basic framework (curriculum plan) that guides the instructional lesson plans 
that each teacher makes for classroom instruction.  These lesson plans contain detailed information about each segment of instruction 
for students.  As a follow-up, teachers submit a curriculum map (Curriculum Communication), which records what actually was 
presented to students during a specific length of time.  Student achievement is assessed through a variety of experiences and measures, 
including standardized tests, locally developed assessments, projects, presentations, programs, displays and portfolios of student work. 

 
Inherent in the instructional program in Hanover Township is the incorporation of several instructional strategies and practices 

that expand the presentation of curriculum to students.  Through the integration of technology, the practice of differentiated 
instruction and the development of interdisciplinary projects and experiences, the students in the Hanover Township Schools 
experience an enriched and meaningful instructional program.  Details about the specifics of such experiences would be part of the 
lesson planning that supports the curriculum plan for each of the NJSLS.   

 
The curriculum plan is one of the initial stages of the learning cycle.  It provides a common starting point for teachers to 

develop appropriate instructional activities for their classes. 
 



 
 
 
  Hanover Township Public Schools Visual Art Program Statement 

 
 
 
 

The Hanover Township art curriculum is designed by the district art educators to provide a framework 
for helping students learn the characteristics of the visual arts by using a wide range of subject matter, 
media, meaningful images, and visual expressions to reflect their ideas and thoughts. 

 
These objectives address ways that promote confidence in new ways of thinking, working, and 

communicating.   Students develop new techniques for reasoning and investigating, as well as new approaches 
and habits for applying knowledge in everyday life from what they learn in the art classroom. 

 
The development of new vocabularies  and concepts associated  with the visual arts encourages  

children  to experiment  actively  with art materials and investigate  the ideas  presented  to  them during  
instruction.    This K-8 art instruction i s  structured to provide the foundation for further examination in adult 
careers in the arts. 

 
The  art  educators  in  this  district  strive  to  provide  a  diverse  array of  artistic projects that 

encourage a creative and thoughtful process while fulfilling the obligation of the N.J. state standards.   The 
arts enrich quality of life through powerful forms of communication, thoughts and feelings.   In tum, 
enhancing self- esteem and increasing the potential to achieve across the curriculum. 



 
 
 
Hanover Township Public Schools     Grade 6 
Visual Art Curriculum Guide   
 

Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 

(Purpose of Unit of 
Study)  

Key Learning Objectives 
NJ Visual Arts Core   

 

Student Accomplishments Assessments 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources  
Materials 
Mediums  
Vocabulary 

Suggested 
Cycle / Time 

Periods 

 
PAINTING 

Acrylic Painting on Paper 

Contemporary Painting 
 
Artist Romero Britto; Official 
artist for the 2010 World 
Cup and Ambassador to 
the 2014 FIFA World Cup 
Brazil.  
 
What is the artist’s intent? 
(Visual Communication) 
How are symbols, 
meaningful images and 
visual expressions utilized? 
 
Other contemporary 
painters: 
Bruce Gray 
Gustav Klimt 

1.1 The Creative Process 
1.1.8.D.1 Art is a universal language. 
Visual communication can be through 
art. 
 
1.2   History of the Arts and Culture 
1.2.8.A.3 Art reflects cultural mores & 
personal aesthetics 
 
1.3   Performance 
1.3.8.D.1 Principles of balance, 
harmony, unity, emphasis, proportion 
and rhythm/movement. 
 
1.4   Critique Methodologies (B) 
1.4.8.B.3 Art elements and principles 
are applied to assess all historical eras. 
 

1. The student will identify line as 
creating movement in art.  

2. The student will solve design 
problems using color 
relationships from the color wheel 
and techniques to create both 
visual and tactile textures in 
works of art.  

3. The student will identify rhythm, 
pattern, repetition, and movement 
in an art form.  

4. The student will distinguish 
balance as a means of organizing 
the elements in a work of art.  

5. The student will recognize that  
6. color, line, and shape can create 

unity in a work of art. 
7. The student will compare 

components of an artist’s style, 
including materials, design, 
methods, and subject matter.  

8. The student will identify the 
contributions of artists to society, 
cultures, and styles on works of 
art (e.g., realism, impressionism, 
expressionism). 

9. The student will develop an 
appreciation for art that has 
abstract subject matter. 

10. The student will have ideas 
through visual means.   

 

The student will discuss the ways 
that art can be persuasive. 
 
The student will discuss the 
elements of art, the principles of 
design, art techniques, and art 
media as they influence meaning 
in works of two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional art. 
 
The student will demonstrate 
inquiry skills and appropriate art 
vocabulary for:  
Describing works of art 
Responding to works of art 
Interpreting works of art 
Evaluating works of art 
 
The student will respond to works 
of art and analyze responses in 
terms of cultural and visual 
meaning.  
 
The student can describe the 
connection between artwork and 
modern society. 

Website: 
romerobritto.com 
 
Pencil / eraser 
 
White drawing paper 
 
Artwork examples  
 
Acrylic paint 
 
Brushes (variety of 
brush sizes) 
 

(8-10) 
50 minute classes 
 
Between 6 ½ and  
8 hours total  
instructional and  
implementation time 
per project. 

  
 
 
 
 
     

     Grade 6 



  
 
Hanover Township Public Schools     Grade 6 
Visual Art Curriculum Guide   
 

Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of 

Study)  

Key Learning Objectives 
NJ Visual Arts Core   

 

Student Accomplishments Assessments 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources  
Materials 
Mediums  
Vocabulary 

Suggested 
Cycle / Time 

Periods 

 
SCULPTURE 

CERAMICS 

Pottery 

Textured Ceramic Tile 
Plaque 

Ceramic Sculpture 

What is a sculpture? 

A sculpture is a three-
dimensional form made 
from clay, stone, metal, and 
other material. Sculptures 
can be large or small and 
some are realistic. 

 
 

 

1.3   Performance 
1.3.8.D.1 Principles of balance, 
harmony, unity, emphasis, proportion 
and rhythm/movement. 
 
1.4   Aesthetic Responses (A) 
1.4.8.A.3 Technique varies according to 
historical era 
1.4.8.A.4 Abstract ideas may be 
expressed 
 
1.4   Critique Methodologies (B) 
1.4.8.B.3 Art elements and principles 
are applied to assess all historical eras. 
 

1. The student will differentiate 
between two-dimensional shape 
and three-dimensional form.   

2. The student will describe and 
create organic forms.  

3. The student will identify how 
spatial relationships and 
proportion affect unity and variety 
in 3-dimensional works of art. 

4. The student will use the 
principles of design to express 
ideas and create images, 
including proportion, rhythm, 
balance, emphasis, variety, and 
unity. 

5. The student will be required to 
consider different choices of 
subject matter. 

6. The student will learn specific 
design elements and principles 
related to 3- dimensional art. 

7. The student will experiment with 
new and somewhat unknown 
materials. 

8. The student will create visual and 
literal balance in a sculpture. 

9. The student will develop a basic 
understanding of sculpture and 
known sculptors and architects. 

10. The student will reflect personal 
ideas, feelings, and emotions in 
artwork. 

11. The students will use Claytilize 
symbols, meaningful images and 
visual expressions. 

 
 

The student will discuss the ideas 
and emotions expressed in works 
of art using appropriate art 
vocabulary.  
 
The student will identify the 
relationship between art processes 
and final solutions.   
 
The student will verbally 
communicate ideas, concepts and 
project successes and dilemmas. 
 
The student will explain the 
importance of planning. 
 
The student will evaluate other 
known artists work relative to the 
project objective. 
 
The student will reflect upon 
artwork characteristics related to 
the principles and elements of 
design. 
 
 

Clay 
 
Tools and 
accessories for 
cutting and 
texturizing clay 
 
Plaster of Paris  
 
Paper towel or toilet  
 
Paper holders  
 
Crumpled 
newspaper 
 
Rags 
 
Empty containers 
 
Cardboard  
 
Duct tape / masking 
tape  
 
Cloth or paper  
 
 

(12-14) 
50 minute classes 
 
Between 10 and  
12 hours total  
instructional and  
implementation time 
per project. 

 
 
 
 
      Grade 6 

http://wiki.answers.com/Q/What_is_a_sculpture


  
 
 
Hanover Township Public Schools     Grade 6 
Visual Art Curriculum Guide   
 

Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of 

Study)  

Key Learning Objectives 
NJ Visual Arts Core   

 

Student Accomplishments Assessments 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources  
Materials 
Mediums  
Vocabulary 

Suggested 
Cycle / Time 

Periods 

 
PRINTMAKING 

Relief Printing: where ink is 
applied to the original 
surface of the matrix. Relief 
techniques include woodcut 
or woodblock. 

1.1 The Creative Process 
1.1.8.D.1 Art is a universal language. 
Visual communication can be through 
art. 
 
1.3   Performance 
1.3.8.D.1 Principles of balance, 
harmony, unity, emphasis, proportion 
and rhythm/movement. 
1.3.8.D.2 Variety of art mediums can be 
used to communicate symbolism, 
allegory or irony. 
 
1.4.8.A.6 Awareness of art can inform 
judging of art. 
1.4.8.A.7 Assessments are made 
through craftsmanship and originality 
 

1. The student will use appropriate 
art media and techniques to 
create both visual and tactile 
textures in works of art.  

2. The student will use a variety of 
lines to create textures in a work 
of art.   

3. The student will distinguish 
balance as a means of organizing 
the elements in a work of art.  

4. The student will recognize 
various means the influences of 
historical time periods, cultures, 
and styles on works of art (e.g., 
realism, impressionism, 
expressionism). 
The student will understand the 
principles of design through 
balance, proportion, rhythm, 
emphasis, and unity 

5. The student will learn the 
techniques and process of 
creating a print. 

6. The student will investigate 
history and culture related to the 
printmaking process. 

7. The student will use art materials 
in a safe and responsible 
manner. 

8. The student will investigate the 
method of making more than one 
original  

 

The student will discuss the 
elements of art, the principles of 
design, art techniques, and art 
media as they influence meaning 
in works of two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional art. 
 
The student will identify the 
relationship between art processes 
and final solutions.   
 
The student will explain the 
importance of planning. 
 
The student will discuss the 
relationship between the project 
and graphic design ideas. 
 
The student will interpret and 
evaluate quality and quantity of 
prints. 
 
The student will explain the 
challenges of reverse printing.  
 
The student will describe how 
different materials and techniques 
cause different visual outcomes 
and responses. 

Pencil / eraser 
 
White drawing paper 
 
Colored paper 
 
Printmaking 
examples  
 
Printmaking ink 
(variety of ink colors) 
 
Dull pencil as 
carving tool 
 
Styrofoam print 
block 
 
Brayer 

(4-6) 
50 minute classes 
 
Between 3 ½ and  
4 ½ hours total  
instructional and  
implementation time 
per project. 

 
 
 
 

       
       

  Grade 6 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Relief_print
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodcut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodblock_printing


 
 
Hanover Township Public Schools     Grade 7 
Visual Art Curriculum Guide   
 

Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of 

Study)  

Key Learning Objectives NJ 
Visual Arts Core   

 

Student Accomplishments Assessments 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources  
Materials 
Mediums  
Vocabulary 

Suggested 
Cycle / Time 

Periods 

 
PAINTING 

Acrylic Painting on 
Paper 

Aboriginal Design and/or 
Artist Choice  
 
Being moved profoundly 
and to move others is 
what painting is all about. 
That is the heart and soul 
of painting.  
 
“What is it when a human 
being makes a mark on a 
canvas?...It’s a miracle." 
Bill Schultz 
 

1.1 The Creative Process 
1.1.8.D.1 Art is a universal language. 
Visual communication can be through art. 
 
1.2   History of the Arts and Culture 
1.2.8.A.3 Art reflects cultural mores & 
personal aesthetics 
 
1.3   Performance 
1.3.8.D.1 Principles of balance, harmony, 
unity, emphasis, proportion and 
rhythm/movement. 
 
1.4   Critique Methodologies (B) 
1.4.8.B.3 Art elements and principles are 
applied to assess all historical eras. 
 

1. The student will identify 
line as creating movement 
in art.  

2. The student will solve 
design problems using 
color relationships from the 
color wheel and techniques 
to create both visual and 
tactile textures in works of 
art.  

3. The student will identify 
rhythm, pattern, repetition, 
and movement in an art 
form.  

4. The student will distinguish 
balance as a means of 
organizing the elements in 
a work of art.  

5. The student will recognize 
that  

6. color, line, and shape can 
create unity in a work of 
art. 

7. The student will compare 
components of an artist’s 
style, including materials, 
design, methods, and 
subject matter.  

8. The student will identify the 
contributions of artists to 
society, cultures, and 
styles on works of art (e.g., 
realism, impressionism, 
expressionism). 

9. The student will develop an 
appreciation for art that 
has abstract subject 
matter. 

10. The student will have ideas 
through visual means.   

The student will discuss the ways 
that art can be persuasive. 
 
The student will discuss the 
elements of art, the principles of 
design, art techniques, and art 
media as they influence meaning in 
works of two-dimensional and three-
dimensional art. 
 
The student will demonstrate inquiry 
skills and appropriate art vocabulary 
for:  
Describing works of art 
Responding to works of art 
Interpreting works of art 
Evaluating works of art 
 
The student will respond to works of 
art and analyze responses in terms 
of cultural and visual meaning.  
 
The student can describe the 
connection between artwork and 
modern society. 

Website: romerobritto.com 
 
Pencil / eraser 
 
White drawing paper 
 
Artwork examples  
 
Acrylic paint 
 
Brushes (variety of brush 
sizes) 
 

(8-10) 
50 minute classes 
 
Between 6 ½ and  
8 hours total  
instructional and  
implementation time 
per project. 

      
 

Grade 7 



 
 
Hanover Township Public Schools     Grade 7 
Visual Art Curriculum Guide   
 

Unit of Study 
Essential 
Questions 

(Purpose of Unit 
of Study)  

Key Learning Objectives 
NJ Visual Arts Core  

Student Accomplishments Assessments 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources  
Materials 
Mediums  
Vocabulary 

Suggested 
Cycle / Time 

Periods 

 
DIGITAL COMPUTER 
DESIGN 

Interior Design / 
Product Design 

 1.1 The Creative Process 
1.1.8.D.1 Art is a universal language. 
Visual communication can be through art. 
 
1.2   History of the Arts and Culture 
1.2.8.A.1 Technology will continue to 
change the nature of art. 
1.2.8.A.2 Tracing art history provides 
insight into lives of people. 
 
1.3   Performance 
1.3.8.D.1 Principles of balance, harmony, 
unity, emphasis, proportion and 
rhythm/movement. 
1.3.8.D.2 Variety of art mediums can be 
used to communicate symbolism, allegory 
or irony. 
1.3.8.D.6 Art materials inform choices 
about technique 
 
1.4   Aesthetic Responses (A) 
1.4.8.A.1 Contextual clues requires 
knowledge and understanding 
1.4.8.A.6 Awareness of art can inform 
judging of art. 
1.4.8.A.7 Assessments are made through 
craftsmanship and originality. 

1. The student will use 
appropriate art media and 
techniques to create both 
visual and tactile textures 
in works of art.  

2. The student will recognize 
that color, line, and shape 
can create unity in a work 
of art. 

3. The student will identify 
major art movements in 
American culture with 
emphasis on relating major 
art movements to changes 
in science and technology. 
The student will identify the 
contributions of artists to 
society. 
The student will recognize, 
explore, and demonstrate 
through various means the 
role of art and design in 
society. 

4. The student will create 
original works of art using 
computer graphics and 
computer-generated text.   

5. The student will use the 
principles of design to 
express ideas and create 
images. 

6. The student will apply 
visual interpretation of a 
photograph. 

7. The student will utilize 
symbols, meaningful 
images and visual 
expressions. 

The student will discuss the ways 
that art can be persuasive. 
 
The student will demonstrate inquiry 
skills and appropriate art vocabulary 
for:  
1. describing works of art;  
2. responding to works of art; 
3. interpreting works of art; and 
4. evaluating works of art. 
 
The student will identify and 
examine ethical standards in the 
use of print and digital images; 
materials protected by copyright; 
and information technology.  
 
The student will respond to works of 
art and analyze responses in terms 
of cultural and visual meaning.  
 
The student will describe the 
manner in which the belief systems 
of a viewer may influence 
contemplation of printed images. 

Computer 
Design CAD program 
 
Website:  
www.homeanddesign.com 
www.interiordesign.net 
 
Pencil / eraser 
 
White drawing paper 
 
 
 

(8-10) 
50 minute classes 
 
Between 6 ½ and  
8 hours total  
instructional and  
implementation time 
per project. 

 
 
 

    Grade 7 



 
  
 
Hanover Township Public Schools     Grade 7 
Visual Art Curriculum Guide   
 

Unit of Study 
Essential 
Questions 

(Purpose of Unit 
of Study)  

Key Learning Objectives 
NJ Visual Arts Core  

Student Accomplishments Assessments 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources  
Materials 
Mediums  
Vocabulary 

Suggested 
Cycle / Time 

Periods 

 
SCULPTURE 

CERAMICS 

Pottery 

Textured Ceramic 
Tile Plaque 

Ceramic Sculpture 

What is a sculpture? 

A sculpture is a three-
dimensional form 
made from clay, stone, 
metal, and other 
material. Sculptures 
can be large or small 
and some are realistic. 

1.3   Performance 
1.3.8.D.1 Principles of balance, harmony, 
unity, emphasis, proportion and 
rhythm/movement. 
 
1.4   Aesthetic Responses (A) 
1.4.8.A.3 Technique varies according to 
historical era 
1.4.8.A.4 Abstract ideas may be 
expressed 
 
1.4   Critique Methodologies (B) 
1.4.8.B.3 Art elements and principles are 
applied to assess all historical eras. 
 

12. The student will 
differentiate between two-
dimensional shape and 
three-dimensional form.   

13. The student will describe 
and create organic forms.  

14. The student will identify 
how spatial relationships 
and proportion affect unity 
and variety in 3-
dimensional works of art. 

15. The student will use the 
principles of design to 
express ideas and create 
images, including 
proportion, rhythm, 
balance, emphasis, variety, 
and unity. 

16. The student will be 
required to consider 
different choices of subject 
matter. 

17. The student will learn 
specific design elements 
and principles related to 3- 
dimensional art. 

18. The student will experiment 
with new and somewhat 
unknown materials. 

19. The student will create 
visual and literal balance in 
a sculpture. 

20. The student will develop a 
basic understanding of 
sculpture and known 
sculptors and architects. 

21. The student will reflect 
personal ideas, feelings, 
and emotions in artwork. 

The student will discuss the ideas 
and emotions expressed in works of 
art using appropriate art vocabulary.  
 
The student will identify the 
relationship between art processes 
and final solutions.   
 
The student will verbally 
communicate ideas, concepts and 
project successes and dilemmas. 
 
The student will explain the 
importance of planning. 
 
The student will evaluate other 
known artists work relative to the 
project objective. 
 
The student will reflect upon artwork 
characteristics related to the 
principles and elements of design. 
 

Clay 
 
Tools and accessories for 
cutting and texturizing clay 
 
Plaster of Paris  
 
Paper towel or toilet  
 
Paper holders  
 
Crumpled newspaper 
 
Rags 
 
Empty containers 
 
Cardboard  
 
Duct tape / masking tape  
 
Cloth or paper  
 

(12-14) 
50 minute classes 
 
Between 10 and  
12 hours total  
instructional and  
implementation time 
per project. 

 
Grade 7 

http://wiki.answers.com/Q/What_is_a_sculpture


 
 
Hanover Township Public Schools     Grade 8 
Visual Art Curriculum Guide   
 

Unit of Study 
Essential 
Questions 

(Purpose of Unit 
of Study)  

Key Learning Objectives 
NJ Visual Arts Core  

Student Accomplishments Assessments 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources  
Materials 
Mediums  
Vocabulary 

Suggested 
Cycle / Time 

Periods 

 
PAINTING 

Acrylic on Canvas 

Student Choice 
Assignment 

1.1 The Creative Process 
1.1.8.D.1 Art is a universal language. 
Visual communication can be through art. 
 
1.3   Performance 
1.3.8.D.1 Principles of balance, harmony, unity, 
emphasis, proportion and rhythm/movement. 
 
1.4   Aesthetic Responses (A) 
1.4.8.A.7 Assessments are made through 
craftsmanship and originality 
 
 

1. The student will identify 
painting as a 
movement in art.  

2. The student will solve 
design problems using 
color relationships from 
the color wheel.  

3. The student will identify 
how spatial 
relationships and 
proportion affect unity 
and variety in works of 
art. 

4. The student will identify 
contrast in a work of 
art.  

5. The student will 
recognize that 

6. color, line, and shape 
can create unity in a 
work of art. 

7. The student will use 
visual memory skills to 
produce a work of art.  

8. The student will 
analyze and discover 
basic shapes within the 
objects and represent 
discoveries through 
drawing and painting. 

9. The student will 
consider different 
composition choices of 
subject. 

 

The student will discuss the 
elements of art, the principles of 
design, art techniques, and art 
media as they influence 
meaning in works of two-
dimensional work. 

 

The student will demonstrate 
inquiry skills and appropriate art 
vocabulary for:  

1. describing works of art;  

2. responding to works of art; 
3. interpreting works of art; and 
4. evaluating works of art. 
 

The student will discuss the 
ideas and emotions expressed 
in works of art using appropriate 
art vocabulary.  

The student will identify the 
relationship between art 
processes and final solutions.   

The student will describe how 
artwork is functional or 
decorative. 

Canvas 

Pencil / eraser 

White drawing paper 

Artwork examples  

Tape 

Acrylic paint 

Brushes 

Variety of brush 
sizes 

Examples of (well 
known painters) 
landscape, 
seascape, still life, 
portrait and abstract 
paintings. 

 

(13-16) 
50 minute classes 
 
Between 12 and  
14 hours total  
instructional and  
implementation time 
per project. 

     
 
      Grade 8 
 



 
 
Hanover Township Public Schools     Grade 8 
Visual Art Curriculum Guide   
 
 

Unit of Study 
Essential 
Questions 

(Purpose of Unit 
of Study)  

Key Learning Objectives 
NJ Visual Arts Core  

Student Accomplishments Assessments 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources  
Materials 
Mediums  
Vocabulary 

Suggested 
Cycle / Time 

Periods 

 

CERAMICS 

Pottery and Ceramics  

SCULPTURE  

 

1.2   History of the Arts and Culture 
1.2.8.A.2 Tracing art history provides insight into lives 
of people. 
1.2.8.A.3 Art reflects cultural mores & personal 
aesthetics 
 
1.3   Performance 
1.3.8.D.1 Principles of balance, harmony, unity, 
emphasis, proportion and rhythm/movement. 
1.3.8.D.5 Genres have discipline specific art 
terminology 
1.3.8.D.6 Art materials inform choices about technique 
 
1.4   Critique Methodologies (B) 
1.4.8.B.3 Art elements and principles are applied to 
assess all historical eras. 
 

The student will identify rhythm, 
pattern, repetition, and movement 
in an art form.  

The student will distinguish 
balance as a means of organizing 
the elements in a work of art.  

The student will identify major art 
movements in American culture 
with emphasis on relating major 
art movements to changes in 
science and technology. 
The student will identify the 
contributions of artists to society. 
The student will use visual 
memory skills to produce a work 
of art.  
The student will describe a wide 
array of art media and express 
oneself in at least one visual 
discipline. (Visual Literacy) 
The student will experiment with 
new and somewhat unknown 
materials. 

The student will generate 
philosophical questions 
regarding meanings in works of 
art. 
 
The student will evaluate other 
known artists work relative to 
the project objective. 
 
The student will describe how 
different materials and 
techniques cause different 
visual outcomes and responses 
 
The student will come away with 
the understanding that there are 
different ways/styles to make art 
that require a comprehensive 
level of technique that requires 
years of practice. 

Clay 
Pottery Wheel 
Clay tools 

(8-10) 
50 minute classes 
 
Between 6 ½ and  
8 hours total  
instructional and  
implementation time 
per project. 

 

 

       
       

     Grade 8 



Hanover Township Public Schools 

Subject:  Visual Arts Curriculum/ Memorial Junior School 

Grade:      6th ,7th ,8th   Unit of Study: 2-Dimentional Painting 
The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 
 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 
6th 
7th 
8th  

Math: In nature, such identifications such as symmetry, basic geometry, and the study of math within 
nature as they relate to art become apparent to the student which in turn fosters an appreciation of the 
connection as well as several basic formulas to begin drawings and paintings. 
Science: Examples include complex color mixing using primaries, tint and shade. Observation of 
everyday life and observations in nature.  The use of different materials creates an understanding of 
technique, which can encourage the experience of exploration of art mediums.  Art relates the everyday 
objects and life forms around them. 
History: A student can read any small historical recount and develop a reactionary piece.  Art 
causes students to closely observe social issues, view others and their environment both historically and 
currently, and foster and appreciation of historical periods as they relate to art.  

Integration of Technology: 
6th 
7th 
8th  

National Public Radio: Interviews with contemporary artist, History Channel: historical documentaries, 
Videos, visual presentation via document camera, use of appropriate websites in connection with the 
topic of study. Articles in art magazines as an example a study of specific artists (Andy Warhol, Robert 
Rauschenberg, etc.) or specific type of works (Mexican Amate Painting, Abstract Expressionism, Post 
Modern Painting, etc.) 

Differentiated Instruction: 
6th 
7th 
8th 

Junior High School level students will benefit from free choice subject painting derived from interests 
developed at the lower grade levels. Art teachers work with students on an individual basis, adapting the 
units based upon student ability level and understanding. Students progress at a rate specific to their 
particular level of creativity, but not without guidance and strong encouragement from an art teacher. The 
visual artist has a desire to express what they feel and to create something valuable to them. It can be a 
therapeutic and joyful experience that although must be guided, needn’t be forced or contrived.  

21st Century Themes 
Global Awareness:  
Art's Contribution to 
Society i.e. "arts and 
culture" should reflect a 
society. Students can 
recognize various art styles 
and cultures 

Financial, Economic, Business 
and Entrepreneurial Literacy:  
The presence of museums, 
public and private showings, 
and art festivals prove to a student 
the financial, historical and 
emotional value of works 
throughout human existence. 

Civic Literacy: 
Art incorporates the human 
spirit in both positive and 
negative ways in turn fostering 
a culture of civic literacy. 

Health Literacy:  
The use of all art mediums must be 
respected, cared for and used 
appropriately. 
 



 

Hanover Township Public Schools 

Subject:  Visual Arts Curriculum/ Memorial Junior School 

Grade:      6th ,7th ,8th   Unit of Study: 2-Dimentional Painting 
The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 

 
21st Century Skills 

Creativity and Innovation Critical Thinking and Problem 
Solving 

Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Art as decoration or as a 
cultural statement 
promotes the question of 
a particular piece being 
it’s own entity; it may not 
be made strictly as a 
decorative piece.  

Art often promotes innovative 
thought. By analyzing ideas 
thought to be expressed by 
an artist, a student can find 
value in the study of it. 

Painting is a visual 
representation of the 
limitless possibilities 
within life.  Although 
making art promotes 
self-expression 
because, the artist 
should feel strongly 
about what they are 
making. 

When society provides opportunities for change in 
thought or appreciation of the message behind the art. It 
can cause people to re-examine their thinking on the 
subject.  Artists make a statement of some kind. It 
may be a simple statement or an elaborate description.  
Self-expression can help creates student awareness by 
relating to people who feel the same way around the 
world. 

 
Media Literacy  
Subject material through 
media resources are 
available in almost all 
areas.  A free choice 
painting may be derived 
from almost any book, 
picture, or actual 
surrounding. 

ICT Literacy 
Research and 
Observational Drawings of 
particular artists and/or art 
genres allows students to 
develop communicate what 
they have learned. 

Life and Career Skills 
Students can easily find information regarding art and design career choices 
online or through the assistance of the art teacher.  Architect, fine artist, sculptor 
or gallery assistant is an option for those who study Art or Design, there are many 
other careers available for those who are able to envision, design and create 
beautiful things.  
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