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 Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of 

Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

(NJSLS)/(CCSS) 
 

Student 
Accomplishments 

Assessment 
(How student will demonstrate 

knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested 
Length of 
Study and 

Dates 
What were some of 
the major problems 
faced by the writers 
of the Constitution? 
How does the 
Constitution secure 
our liberty? 
How did western 
settlement affect 
Native Americans? 
What kind of 
changes did the 
United States face in 
the early 1800’s? 

6.1.8.A.3.b 
6.1.8.A.3.c 
6.1.8.A.3.d 
6.1.8.A.3.e 
6.1.8.A.3.f 
6.1.8.A.3.g 
6.1.8.B.3.b 
6.1.8.C.3.b 
6.1.8.C.3.c 
6.1.8.D.3.e 
6.1.8.D.3.g 
 

*Organize 
information on a 
chart. 
*Describe how the 
Constitution set up 
the government of 
the United States. 
*Analyze primary 
sources to understand 
points of view. 
* Explain the 
purpose of the 
constitution. 
*Compare the 
powers and functions 
of the three branches 
of government. 
*Explain the key 
rights guaranteed in 
the bill of rights. 
*Describe the 
development of the 
United Stated 
government. 
*Compare the 
powers granted to 
citizens, the federal 
government and the 

*Informal: lesson review 
pages 
*Vocabulary flashcards 
*Quizzes and tests 
*Unit 4 writing activity- 
Write a summary to 
describe the causes and 
effects of the American 
Revolution 
*Unit 4 project- create a 
colonial newspaper that 
tells about the 
Revolutionary War 
(events, how colonists 
won their freedom, decide 
which people and places 
to include) 
 

*Completion of 
foldables; graphic 
organizers; posters  
*Cut and paste 
activities  
*Note taking 
*Social studies 
interactive 
notebook 
*Online activities  
*Timeline activity 
*Journal entry 
writing 
*Skit activities 
and role plays 
*Unit Review 
 

10 weeks 
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states. 
*Understand how to 
skim & scan to learn 
main ideas. 
*Organize 
information on a 
chart. 
*Describe how the 
Louisiana Purchase 
helped the United 
States grow. 
*Examine the role 
Sacagawea played in 
the Lewis & Clark 
expedition. 
* Describe the events 
of the war of 1812. 
*Explain the Indian 
Removal Act and the 
Trail of Tears. 
*Explain how Texas 
became a state. 
*Tell how the US 
grew in the 1830s & 
1840s 
*Describe how new 
inventions changed 
life in the US. 
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 
Interdisciplinary Connections: ELA: Read alouds: illustrate vocabulary, people posters, create a trivia game 

Science: Use online resources to research the Industrial Revolution accomplishments including 
the cotton gin and interchangeable parts 
Math: create a line graph to show change in economy as a result of the Industrial Revolution 
Arts: Create an advertisement to encourage states to ratify the Constitution and adopt the Bill of 
Rights 

Integration of Technology: www.harcourtschool.com/ss1 
e-planner to aid in scheduling lessons 
multi-media biography CD 
www. scholastic.com 
www.brainpop.com 
Channel One 
Interactive atlas and intermediate atlas 
Time For Kids 
www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/resources.htm 
Channel One 
Audio text 
Interactive e-book 
Interactive timeline 

Differentiated Instruction: Assessment options 
English Language learning choices 
Leveled practice: Basic, Proficient, Advanced  
Special Needs learning choices 
Content review 

 
 

http://www.hartcourtschool.com/ss1
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/resources.htm
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21st Century Themes 
Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

What was the impact the 
international slave trade 
had on the U.S. economy? 

How did the colonies 
resolve the issue of a 
unified monetary system? 
 

Student council 
elections and the 
privilege of voting 

Explore illnesses in post-Revolutionary War 
America. 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and Innovation Critical Thinking and 

Problem Solving 
Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Conduct a mock 
Constitutional Convention 

Why do you think the  
Bill of Rights is still 
important today? 

Group work, oral 
presentations, 
Google Docs, and 
Google Classroom 
activities 

Scholastic News 
Time for Kids 
National Geographic for Kids 
Newspaper 
Channel One 

Media Literacy 
 
Use library resources to 
conduct research & 
reinforce skills 
 
Related videos and VDs 
Harcourt Online 
Adventures: games, 
virtual field trips, 
interactive biographies, 
etc.  

ICT Literacy 
 
Apply provided websites 
above for further 
research 

Life and Career Skills 
 
Timelines 
Drawing Conclusions 
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
Resolving Conflict 
Reading a Population Map 
Skim and Scan 
Points of View 
Understanding how your government works 
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