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Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of 

Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

(NJSLS)/(CCSS) 
 

Student 
Accomplishments 

Assessment 
(How student will demonstrate 

knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested 
Length of 
Study and 

Dates 
Why did Europeans 
begin to explore 
different areas of the 
world? 
What explorers led 
key expeditions and 
what routes did they 
follow? 
How did new settlers 
and colonists impact 
Native American 
groups? 
Why did different 
people come to the 
English colonies and 
where did they settle? 

6.1.8.A.1.a 
6.1.8.C.1.a 
6.1.8.C.1.b 
6.1.8.D.1.b 
6.1.8.D.1.c 
6.1.8.A.2.a 
6.1.8.A.2.b 
6.1.8.A.2.c 
6.1.8.B.2.a 
6.1.8.B.2.b 
6.1.8.C.2.a 
6.1.8.C.2.b 
6.1.8.C.2.c 
6.1.8.D.2.a 
6.1.8.D.2.b 
 

*Understand how some 
Native American groups 
lived before the arrival 
of Europeans. 
* Identify the main 
ideas of expository texts 
to identify details that 
support those main 
ideas. 
*Understand the goals 
and accomplishments of 
Christopher Columbus 
and the hardships he and 
his crew faced on their 
1492 expedition. 
* Analyze primary 
sources for their points 
of view and historical 
information. 
*Analyze historical 
people, places, events, 
and ideas in graphic 
formats. 
*Organize information 
in a checklist. 
*Explain the reasons for 
European exploration. 
*Explain the technology 

*Informal: lesson review 
pages 
*Vocabulary flashcards 
*Quizzes and tests 
*Unit 2 writing activity- 
Compare and contrast the 
environments of two Native 
American groups/ 
Describe their villages, 
shelters, food, clothing, and 
tools 
*Unit 2 project- write and 
illustrate a book about 
Native American groups 
discussed in the unit 
*Cause and effect graphic 
organizer for various topics 

*Graphic organizers  
*Cut and paste 
activities  
*Note taking 
*Posters 
*Skits 
*Online activities  
*Newspaper and 
Timeline activity 
*Journal entry 
writing 
*Letter writing 
*Unit Review 

12-15  
weeks 
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that made ocean 
exploration possible. 
*Analyze the 
technological 
innovations that made 
sea exploration possible. 
*Describe the aims, 
obstacles, and 
accomplishments of 
early explorers. 
*Trace the routes of the 
explorers and identify 
the areas they claimed. 
*Compare and contrast 
modern points of view 
about historical events 
and people. 
*Analyze the effects of 
European colonization 
on Native Americans. 
*Describe the aims, 
obstacles and 
accomplishments of 
Spanish explorers. 
*Trace the routes of 
Spanish explorers and 
identify their claims. 
*Understand the 
accomplishments of and 
enslaved African 
explorer. 
*Interpret and use 
information given on an 
elevation map. 
*Trace on maps the 
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routes of a major 
explorer of the US. 
*Describe the aims, 
obstacles, and 
accomplishments of 
European explorers. 
*Trace the routes of 
explorers and identify 
the  areas they claimed. 
*Use prior knowledge 
and questioning to 
anticipate and to read 
purposefully. 
*Organize information 
in a chart. 
*Locate the lands in 
North America claimed 
by Spain. 
* Describe relations 
between Spanish settler 
and Native Americans. 
* Study relations 
between Spanish 
colonists and Native 
Americans. 
*Learn how the VA 
colony was settled. 
* Describe the relations 
between English settlers 
and Native Americans. 
*Understand the 
cooperation and conflict 
that existed between 
Powhatan settlers in 
Jamestown. 
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*Learn how people 
lived in the Plymouth 
Colony. 
*Describe the 
cooperation and conflict 
between settlers and 
Native Americans. 
*Explain how English 
settlers developed ways 
to govern themselves. 
* Understand and apply 
the steps in the problem 
solving process. 
* Analyze a problem the 
pilgrims faced in their 
new land. 
* Describe how 
European nations 
struggled for control of 
North America. 
*Describe the relations   
 between French and 
Dutch settlers and 
Native Americans. 
*Understand how 
geography affected the 
life and economy in 
New England, Middle 
Colonies and Southern 
Colonies. 
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 
Interdisciplinary 
Connections: 

ELA: Read alouds: illustrate vocabulary, people posters, create a trivia game 
Arts: posters, flipbooks, portray a European explorer, view historic artworks 
Science: learn about navigation tools 
Math: word problems connected to content area 
Music: CD 

Integration of Technology: www.harcourtschool.com/ss1 
e-planner to aid in scheduling lessons 
multi-media biography 
www. scholastic.com 
Time For Kids 
www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/resources.htm 
Channel One 
www.brainpop.com 
interactive atlas and intermediate atlas 
interactive timeline 
audio text 
multimedia biography CD 
interactive e-book 

Differentiated Instruction: Assessment options 
English Language learning choices 
Leveled practice: Basic, Proficient, Advanced  
Special Needs learning choices 
Content review 

 
 

http://www.hartcourtschool.com/ss1
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/resources.htm
http://www.brainpop.com/
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21st Century Themes 
Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

How did European 
exploration lead to 
settlement in the English 
colonies? 

How did trade affect the 
economy, progress, and 
success of the colonies?  

How did colonial 
government 
influence United 
States government?  

N/A 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and 
Innovation 

Critical Thinking and 
Problem Solving 

Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Publish a newspaper: put 
together a newspaper 
that tells information 
about a specific colony. 

Why might the arrival of 
the colonists in North 
America have been seen 
differently by the Native 
Americans than by 
Europeans?   

Group work, oral 
presentations, and 
Google Docs 
activities, Google 
Classroom 

Scholastic News 
Time for Kids 
National Geographic for Kids 
Newspaper 
Channel One 

Media Literacy 
 
Use library resources to 
conduct research & 
reinforce skills 
 
Related videos and DVDs 
Harcourt Online 
Adventures: games, virtual 
field trips, interactive 
biographies, etc.  

ICT Literacy 
 
Apply provided websites 
above for further research 

Life and Career Skills 
 
Read a timeline 
Use and elevation map 
Solve a problem/critical thinking skills 
Compare primary and secondary sources 
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