
 
 

Hanover Township Public Schools 
Social Studies Curriculum     

Grade: 5th            
Unit of Study: Unit 1:  The Land and Early People                      

                

Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of 

Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

(NJSLS)/ (CCSS) 
  

Student 
Accomplishments 

Assessment 
(How student will demonstrate 

knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested 
Length of 
Study and 

Dates 
How are the 50 
states alike and how 
are they different? 
How does the 
nation’s geography 
differ as you travel 
across the 50 states? 
What are some of 
the different bodies 
of water in the US? 
How do climate and 
vegetation differ 
across the US? 
How do people 
adapt to and change 
the environment? 
 

6.1.4.B.1 
6.1.4.B.2 
6.1.4.B.3 
6.1.4.B.4 
6.1.4.B.5 
6.1.4.B.6 
6.1.4.B.7 
6.1.4.B.8 
6.1.4.B.9 
6.1.4.B.10 
 

* Use latitude and 
longitude to determine 
exact locations 
* Identify and 
describe the landform 
regions of the US 
* Identify and locate 
major bodies of water 
in the US 
* Identify the factors 
that affect climate and 
vegetation 
* Describe ways that 
people use the land 
and affect the 
environment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Informal: lesson review 
pages 
*Vocabulary flashcards 
*Quizzes and tests 
*Cause and effect graphic 
organizer for various 
topics 

*Graphic 
organizers  
*Cut and paste 
activities  
*Note taking 
*Posters 
*Skits 
*Online activities  
*Newspaper and 
Timeline activity 
*Journal entry 
writing 
*Letter writing 
*Unit Review 

2 weeks 
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies 
which support student achievement for the unit. 
Interdisciplinary 
Connections: 

ELA: Read alouds: illustrate vocabulary, people posters, create a trivia game 
Arts: posters, flipbooks, create maps with keys 
Science: learn about navigation tools 
Math: word problems connected to content area 
Music: CD 

Integration of Technology: www.harcourtschool.com/ss1 
e-planner to aid in scheduling lessons 
multi-media biography 
www. scholastic.com 
Time For Kids 
www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/resources.htm 
Channel One 
www.brainpop.com 
interactive atlas and intermediate atlas 
interactive timeline 
audio text 
multimedia biography CD 
interactive e-book 

Differentiated Instruction: Assessment options 
English Language learning choices 
Leveled practice: Basic, Proficient, Advanced  
Special Needs learning choices 
Content review 

 
 
 

21st Century Themes 

http://www.hartcourtschool.com/ss1
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/resources.htm
http://www.brainpop.com/
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Global 
Awareness 

Financial, Economic, 
Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

How does the 
geography of 
the US 
compare with 
that of other 
countries? 

How does geography affect 
the economy, progress, and 
success of a region?  

What role does the United 
States government play in 
the environment of a 
region?  

N/A 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and Innovation Critical Thinking and 

Problem Solving 
Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Create a map of one 
region of the US.  Include 
map keys and colors. 

How can one describe the 
relative location of each of 
the five regions of the US? 

Group work, oral 
presentations, and 
Google Docs 
activities, Google 
Classroom 

Scholastic News 
Time for Kids 
National Geographic for Kids 
Newspaper 
Channel One 

Media Literacy 
 
Use library resources to 
conduct research & 
reinforce skills 
Related videos and DVDs 
Harcourt Online 
Adventures: games, 
virtual field trips, 
interactive biographies, 
etc.  

ICT Literacy 
 
Apply provided websites 
above for further research 

Life and Career Skills 
 
Read a timeline 
Use and elevation map 
Solve a problem/critical thinking skills 
Compare primary and secondary sources 
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