
 
 

 

 
 
 

Hanover Township Public Schools 
 

General/Vocal Music Curriculum  
 

  Grade:   4 
 
 

Unit of Study/ 
Essential Questions 

Key Learning Objectives 
(NJCCS) 

 
Student Accomplishments Assessment 

(How the student will demonstrate knowledge) 
Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

 
UNIT 1: 

• Meter 
• Melody 
• Rhythm 

 
1.1  Aesthetics 

A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.2  Creation and Performance 

A.  Dance 
B.  Music 

 
1.3  Elements and Principles of 

the Arts 
A.  Dance 
B.  Music 

 
1.4  Critique 

A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.5  World Cultures, History, 

and Society 
A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.     Read:  rhythms and chose a pattern that matches 

a song 
Listen:  identify wordless sections of a listening 

selection, tapping the beat 
Move:  conduct to show 4/4 meter 
Relate:  explore related meanings of art and 

music selections 
 

2.    Sing:  trace pitch and melody while singing 
Read:  define pitches and sing a song 
Move:  use movement to show melodic contour 
Move:  use arm movements to show melodic 

shape of a listening selection 
 
3.   Listen:  describe sounds/silences in the beats of a  

song 
Play:  perform playalong patterns 
Sing:  in groups, sing a two-part peace round 
Read:  use body percussion to perform four- 

beat patterns 
 

4.    Sing: perform a lullaby with suitable expression 
Listen:  examine the notation of a lullaby 
Analyze:  learn how repeated melodies make it 

easy to learn a song 
Move:  show contours of melody with arm 

movements while singing 

 
1.   perform movement during each duet of a   

listening selection in 4/4 
 
 
 
 

2.    listen to the first line of a song and 
point to the shape on the page that 
matches the contour 

 
 
 

3.  clap rhythm patterns containing quarter,  
eighth, and half notes as well as quarter 
rests from notation 

 
 
 
 

4.   sing a verse of a song, substituting pitch  
names for the words 

 
4 weeks 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Hanover Township Public Schools 
 

General/Vocal Music Curriculum  
 

  Grade:  4 
 
 

Unit of Study/ 
Essential Questions 

Key Learning Objectives 
(NJCCS) 

 
Student Accomplishments Assessment 

(How the student will demonstrate knowledge) 
Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

 
UNIT 2: 

• Rhythm 
• Tonality 
• Melody 

 
1.1  Aesthetics 

A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.2  Creation and Performance 

A.  Dance 
B.  Music 

 
1.3  Elements and Principles of 

the Arts 
A.  Dance 
B.  Music 

 
1.4  Critique 

A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.5  World Cultures, History, 

and Society 
A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.   Sing: echo short rhythms and melodic 

patterns 
Compare: rhythm in a song and poem 
Perform: rhythm with body percussion; 

pairs of lines from the poem 
 

2.   Sing: with expression and pitch accuracy; 
noticing the tonal center 

Move: demonstrate perceptual skills by 
moving to music; dance a 
longways set 

Describe: how to identify and define tonal 
center 

 
3.   Sing: with expression and pitch accuracy; 

noticing the tonic and the notes 
below 

Read: melody using pitch names 
Describe: pitch names from notation after 

hearing and identifying pitches 
 

4.  Read: and perform sixteenth-note rhythms 
Listen: use tempo to identify mood of 

piece of music 
Identify: sixteenth-note rhythm patterns 

 
1.  perform rhythm patterns with a 

poem 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  identify tonal center while singing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  use pitch names to sing the refrain 
of a song 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4.   practice and perform the rhythms 
pf a song (using jazz syllables) and 
ostinatos 

 
4 weeks 



 
 

 

 
 
 

Hanover Township Public Schools 
 

General/Vocal Music Curriculum  
 

  Grade:   4 
 
 
 

Unit of Study/ 
Essential Questions 

Key Learning Objectives 
(NJCCS) 

 
Student Accomplishments Assessment 

(How the student will demonstrate knowledge) 
Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

 
UNIT 3: 

• Rhythm 
• Melody 
• Meter 

 
1.1  Aesthetics 

A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.2  Creation and Performance 

A.  Dance 
B.  Music 

 
1.3  Elements and Principles of 

the Arts 
A.  Dance 
B.  Music 
D.  Visual Art 

 
1.4  Critique 

A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.5  World Cultures, History, 

and Society 
A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1. Sing: with expression and pitch accuracy 

focusing on the rhythm 
Move: to music using purposeful 

movement 
Perform: instrumental parts independently 

 
2. Move: to music using purposeful 

movements 
Read: rhythm patterns 
Identify: repeated pitches, skips, and steps 

using notation 
Identify: music from various cultures and 

identify drums 
 

3.  Sing: with accuracy and breath control in 
a group, finding a new pitch 

Read: simple pitch notation 
Compare: music to poetry 

 
4.  Perform: easy rhythmic patterns using 

body percussion 
Read: a rhythm pattern 
Sing: with accuracy and breath control 
Compare: and contrast a translation of a 

song with artwork 

 
1.  signal to identify a phrase where 

there are a number of beats with 
three sounds on each beat 

 
 
 

2.  move to indicate steps, skips, 
leaps, and repeated pitches 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.  sing a melody using pitch names 
 
 
 
 
 

4.  identify clapped rhythms 

 
4 weeks 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Hanover Township Public Schools 
 

General/Vocal Music Curriculum  
 

  Grade:   4 
 
 

Unit of Study/ 
Essential Questions 

Key Learning Objectives 
(NJCCS) 

 
Student Accomplishments Assessment 

(How the student will demonstrate knowledge) 
Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

 
UNIT 4: 

• Melody 
• Rhythm 

 
1.1  Aesthetics 

A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.2  Creation and Performance 

A.  Dance 
B.  Music 

 
1.3  Elements and Principles of 

the Arts 
A.  Dance 
B.  Music 

 
1.4  Critique 

A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.5  World Cultures, History, 

and Society 
A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.   Move: to music to show melodic contour 

Sing: a song with wide leaps 
Play: octaves from notation 
Listen: for octave leaps 

 
2.Sing: short rhythm and melody patterns Move: 
to short rhythm and melody patterns Echo: short 
rhythm and melody patterns Play: short rhythm 
and melody patterns 

 
3. 

Move: to music to show melodic contour 
Describe: the contour of a musical phrase 
Sing: with accurate pitch and rhythm 
Read: simple pitch notation using a system 
Play: short instrumental pieces 
Perform: songs with instrumental 

accompaniment 
 

4. 
Sing: expressively with appropriate 

dynamics, in two parts 
Move: to simple rhythm and melody 

patterns 
Describe: Inca and Quechua culture in 

music 
Evaluate: frequency of a pattern in a song 
Read: simple rhythm notation and clap the 

rhythm 

 
1. 

identify octave leaps while listening 
to a variety of intervals 

 
 
 

2. 
clap a rhythm pattern while listening 
to a song 

 
 
 

3. 
use pitch names to sing a phrase of a 
song 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. 
signal to identify the rhythm pattern 
of each listening example 

 
4 weeks 



 
 

 

 
 

   Hanover Township Public Schools 
 

  General/Vocal Music Curriculum  
 

  Grade:   4 
 

 
Unit of Study/ 

Essential Questions 

 
Key Learning Objectives 

(NJCCS) 

 
 

Student Accomplishments 

 
Assessment 

(How the student will demonstrate knowledge) 

 
Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

 
UNIT 5: 

• Meter 
• Tonality 
• Rhythm 
• Melody 

 
1.1  Aesthetics 

A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.2  Creation and Performance 

A.  Dance 
B.  Music 

 
1.3  Elements and Principles of 

the Arts 
A.  Dance 
B.  Music 

 
1.4  Critique 

A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.5  World Cultures, History, 

and Society 
A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.   Sing: with a recording 

Move: to music walking to the beat and 
clapping on the downbeat 

Move: perform patterned movement 
 

2.   Describe: songs in major and minor 
Sing: a song in Hebrew 
Listen: to major and minor pitches 

 
3.   Sing: a song while patting the beat 

Read: the rhythm and melody of a song 
and identify the meter 

Notate: rhythms 
Describe: a rhythm pattern 
Play: an Orff Orchestration 

 
4.   Sing: a song that imitates the sound of a 

tree frog 
Read: simple pitch notation using pitch 

names 
Move: to music, identifying ti and do 

 
1.   perform a movement pattern that 

shows the beat groupings of a song 
 
 

2.   listen with eyes closed, signaling to 
identify a major section and a 
minor section 

 
 

3.   signal to identify the dotted 
quarter, eighth pattern in a 
listening selection 

 
 

4.   signal to identify ti, then listen to 
melodic patterns including do, ti, 
and high do 

 
4 weeks 



 
 

 

 
 

Hanover Township Public Schools 
 

General/Vocal Music Curriculum  
 

  Grade:   4 
 
 

 
Unit of Study/ 

Essential Questions 

 
Key Learning Objectives 

(NJCCS) 

 
 

Student Accomplishments 

 
Assessment 

(How the student will demonstrate knowledge) 

 
Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

 
UNIT 6: 

• Expression 
• Form 
• Rhythm 
• Harmony 

 
1.1  Aesthetics 

A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.2  Creation and Performance 

A.  Dance 
B.  Music 

 
1.3  Elements and Principles of 

the Arts 
A.  Dance 
B.  Music 

 
1.4  Critique 

A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.5  World Cultures, History, 

and Society 
A.  Knowledge 
B.  Skills 

 
1.   Sing: expressively with dynamics 

Move: create body movement to show 
contrasts 

Listen: to differences in two pieces of music 
 
2.   Sing: a song with two sections and nonsense  

words 
Describe: sections of a listening selection 
Move: while listening to music 

 
3.   Sing: a song in Spanish 

Play: original and augmented rhythm 
patterns 

Read: rhythms, comparing sections 
Notate: augmented rhythm patterns 
Perform: a poem in augmentation 

 
4.   Listen: and describe the texture of a listening  

selection in terms of polyphonic or 
homophonic 
Sing: in groups, dividing into three parts for 

the refrain 
Play: accompany a song on mallet 

instruments 
Move: playing a stick game with a song 
Read: and sing through the parts of a song 

 
1.   signal to identify the recording with 

an allegro tempo and forte dynamics, 
and the recording with an andante 
tempo and mezzo piano dynamics 

 
2.   signal to identify the A section and the  

B section in a listening selection 
 
 
 

3.   perform a speech piece in  
augmentation accompanied by a drum 
playing the quarter note beat 

 
 
 

4.    sing the refrain of a song in three 
part harmony in homophonic texture 

 
4 weeks 

 


