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Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of 

Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

(NJSLS)/(CCSS) 
   

Student Accomplishments Assessment 
(How student will demonstrate 

knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested 
Length of 
Study and 

Dates 
What are the roles of 
the three branches of 
the United States 
government? 
How are New Jersey’s 
state and local 
governments 
organized?   
What industries make 
up New Jersey’s 
economy? 
What makes New 
Jersey a diverse state?   

6.1.4.A.1-16 
6.1.4.B.1-3,  
    10 
6.1.4.C.1-15, 
    18 
6.1.4.D.3, 5,  
    12-15,  
    17-18, 20 
6.3.4.A.1-4 
S.CHT.K.4.1- 
     2 
S.CT.K-4.2 
S.ST.K.4.1-2       
S.PS.K-4.1 
 
 

*Explain how and why it 
is important for people 
from all cultures to work 
together to find  
solutions to problems. 
*Compare and contrast 
New Jersey constitutions 
and other information 
relevant to social studies. 
*Discuss United States 
and New Jersey history 
and values celebrated in 
song. 
*Respond to a song to 
demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
lyrics. 
*Recognize that 
government exists at 
federal and state levels. 
*Identify fundamental 
values of American 
democracy and Bill of 
Rights. 
*Describe how rights 
guaranteed by the 
Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights contribute to the 
continuation of 
democracy. 

*Informal: lesson review 
pages 
*Vocabulary flashcards 
*Quizzes and tests 
*Unit 4 writing activity- 
write a summary to 
describe how the national, 
state, and local 
governments make laws 
*Unit 4 project- create a 
bulletin board about 
present day New Jersey, 
including pictures and 
drawings of people, 
places, and events with 
descriptions; famous 
inventors project 
 

*Completion of 
foldables; graphic 
organizers  
*Cut and paste 
activities  
*Note taking 
*Social studies 
interactive 
notebook 
*School seal 
*Recycling Project 
*Online activities  
*Timeline activity 
*Journal entry 
writing 
*Skit activities 
*Unit Review 
 

3-4 weeks 



Hanover Township Public Schools 
Social Studies Curriculum     

Grade: 4th             
Unit of Study: Unit 4:  New Jersey Today            

         
*Locate time zones. 
*Use a time zone map to 
compare time in different 
parts of the United States. 
*Recognize that 
government exists at 
federal, state, county, and 
municipal levels. 
*Describe how volunteers 
help to meet the needs of 
citizens. 
*Identify fundamental 
values and principles of 
American democracy.  
*Recognize that the Statue 
of Liberty, the statue of 
justice, and the American 
Flag are important 
national symbols. 
*Recognize the history 
and importance of the 
New Jersey State House. 
*Use a map to identify the 
location of the New Jersey 
State House. 
*Describe New Jersey’s 
economy. 
*Distinguish between 
producers and consumers 
of goods and service. 
*Describe how New 
Jerseyans have improved 
their ability to earn 
income by gaining 
knowledge, skill, and 
experience. 
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*Distinguish between a 
good and service. 
*Distinguish between a 
want and a need, and 
explain how to choose 
needed goods and 
services. 
*Identify the goals of the 
United Nations. 
*Examine and compare 
diverse cultures in the 
United States and New 
Jersey. 
*Identify famous New 
Jersey artists. 
*Describe New Jersey’s 
schools, colleges, and 
universities.  
*Discuss significant 
contributions of people 
who have lived in New 
Jersey. 
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 
Interdisciplinary Connections: ELA: read alouds: Governor, How Congress Works, Buzz Aldrin;  illustrate vocabulary, people 

posters, create a trivia game 
Physical Education: New Jersey folklore dancing 
Arts: Research a famous NJ artist (sculptors, musicians, poets); Sing lyrics to “In New Jersey”; 
create New Jersey State House tour-guide scenes/skits; create a school seal 
Science: Use online resources to research famous NJ scientists/artists; recycling project 
Math: review concepts of elapsed time; debts/credit project; bar graph of New Jersey’s top 
industries  

Integration of Technology: www.harcourtschool.com/ss1 
www.harcourtschool.com/ss2 
e-planner to aid in scheduling lessons 
multi-media biography 
www. scholastic.com 
Hangout New Jersey website 
Time For Kids 
www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/resources.htm 
Channel One 

Differentiated Instruction: Assessment options 
English Language learning choices 
Leveled practice: Basic, Proficient, Advanced  
Special Needs learning choices 
Content review 

21st Century Themes 
Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

http://www.hartcourtschool.com/ss1
http://www.hartcourtschool/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/resources.htm
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Compare the US 
democratic government 
with different 
governments throughout 
the world.  

Investigate how tax dollars 
are used to serve a 
community.   

Field trip to Trenton, 
NJ State House. 
Student council 
elections and the 
privilege of voting 

Explore how national and international leaders, 
businesses, and global organizations promote 
human rights and provide aid to individuals and 
nations in need.   

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and 
Innovation 

Critical Thinking and 
Problem Solving 

Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Students will run a 
campaign, designing 
posters and delivering a 
speech.   

How can businesses and 
individuals help people in 
need?   
Students will learn and 
trace a path of how a bill 
becomes a law.   

Group work, oral 
presentations, and 
Google Docs 
activities 

Scholastic News 
Time for Kids 
National Geographic for Kids 
Newspaper 
NewsELA 

 
Media Literacy 
 
Use library resources to 
conduct research & 
reinforce skills 
 
Related videos and DVDs 
 
Harcourt Online 
Adventures: games, virtual 
field trips, interactive 
biographies, etc.  
 

ICT Literacy 
 
Apply provided websites 
above for further research 

Life and Career Skills 
 
Voting 
Paying taxes 
Understanding how your government works 
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