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Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of 

Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

(NJSLS)/(CCSS) 
  

Student Accomplishments Assessment 
(How student will demonstrate 

knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested 
Length of 
Study and 

Dates 
Why did Europeans 
come to North 
America? 
How was the New 
Jersey colony 
divided and settled?   
Why did the 
colonies want 
independence from 
Britain? 
Why and how was 
the new Constitution 
written? 
How did new forms 
of transportation 
change New Jersey?  

6.1.4.A.2-7 
6.1.4.B.1-9 
6.1.4.C.2,4,12,   
   14-18 
6.1.4.D.1-10,  
   12-19 
6.3.4.D.1 
S.CHT.K-4.1- 
   4.2 
S.CT.K-4.1-4.   
   2 
S.PS.K-1.4 
S.ST.K-4.2 
 

*Describe how 
stereotyping and 
prejudice can lead to 
conflict. 
*Explain how different 
perspectives may be 
formed by different 
people and why it is 
important to respect 
them.  
*Explain the importance 
of understanding causes 
and effects in history 
and in daily life. 
*Describe causes and 
effects of New Jersey’s 
early settlements. 
*Describe the events 
leading up to the Battle 
of Trenton. 
*Distinguish fact from 
fiction in different 
accounts of a historical 
event.  
*Explain why different 
European groups came 

*Informal: lesson review 
pages 
*Vocabulary flashcards 
*Quizzes and tests 
*Unit 2 writing activity- 
write a narrative, 
imagining your family is 
living in New Jersey 
during the American 
Revolution 
*Unit 2 project- publish a 
newspaper that tells about 
the growth of cities in 
New Jersey 
*Cause and effect graphic 
organizer for various 
topics 

*Completion of 
foldables; graphic 
organizers  
*Cut and paste 
activities  
*Note taking 
*Social studies 
interactive 
notebook 
*Skits 
*Online activities  
*Timeline activity 
*Journal entry 
writing 
*Letter writing 
*Unit Review 

3-4 weeks 
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to North America. 
*Describe European 
settlements in New 
Jersey and how 
settlement affected the 
Lenape.  
*Identify aspects of 
Dutch culture as show 
by artifacts. 
*Discuss the value of 
historical preservation 
of Dutch artifacts. 
*Discuss reasons that 
various groups 
immigrated to the New 
Jersey colony. 
*Describe events 
leading the American 
Revolution. 
*Discuss New Jersey’s 
role during the 
American Revolution. 
*Identify the importance 
of the Constitution as a 
governing document. 
*Explain how the 
Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights express 
Democratic values.  
*Identify and discuss 
inventions in 
transportation and 
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communication in New 
Jersey in the early 
1800s. 
*Explain the growth of 
cities in New Jersey.  
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 

support student achievement for the unit. 
Interdisciplinary Connections: ELA: read alouds: Henry Hudson, Voices from Colonial America: New Jersey, The Founders;  

illustrate vocabulary, people posters, create a trivia game 
Physical Education: musical chairs to Revolutionary time period songs 
Arts: posters, flipbooks, portray a vital person from the American Revolution (skit) 
Science: cooperative group inventor project 
Math: word problems connected to content area 

Integration of Technology: www.harcourtschool.com/ss1 
www.harcourtschool.com/ss2 
e-planner to aid in scheduling lessons 
multi-media biography 
www. scholastic.com 
Hangout New Jersey website 
Time For Kids 
www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/resources.htm 
Channel One 

Differentiated Instruction: Assessment options 
English Language learning choices 
Leveled practice: Basic, Proficient, Advanced  
Special Needs learning choices 
Content review 

21st Century Themes 
Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

http://www.hartcourtschool.com/ss1
http://www.hartcourtschool/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/resources.htm
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Why did the colonies 
want independence from 
Britain? 

How did canals help New 
Jersey’s economy?   

What major battles 
were fought in New 
Jersey?   

N/A 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and 
Innovation 

Critical Thinking and 
Problem Solving 

Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Publish a newspaper: put 
together a newspaper 
that tells about the 
growth of cities in New 
Jersey 

Why might the arrival of 
the colonists in North 
America have been seen 
differently by the Lenape 
than by Europeans?   

Group work, oral 
presentations, and 
Google Docs 
activities 

Scholastic News 
Time for Kids 
National Geographic for Kids 
Newspaper 
NewsELA 

 
Media Literacy 
 
Use library resources to 
conduct research & 
reinforce skills 
 
Related videos and 
DVDs 
 
Harcourt Online 
Adventures: games, 
virtual field trips, 
interactive biographies, 
etc.  
 

ICT Literacy 
 
Apply provided websites 
above for further research 

Life and Career Skills 
 
Read a time line 
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