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          Hanover Township Public Schools 
 

English Language Arts Curriculum   
 
A curriculum plan is one phase of the curriculum process.  Based on the specific expectations for student achievement 

delineated in the NJSLS, groups of teachers develop a basic framework (curriculum plan) that guides the instructional lesson plans 
that each teacher makes for classroom instruction.  These lesson plans contain detailed information about each segment of instruction 
for students.  As a follow-up, teachers submit a curriculum map (Curriculum Communication), which records what actually was 
presented to students during a specific length of time.  Student achievement is assessed through a variety of experiences and measures, 
including standardized tests, locally developed assessments, projects, presentations, programs, displays and portfolios of student work. 

 
Inherent in the instructional program in Hanover Township is the incorporation of several instructional strategies and practices 

that expand the presentation of curriculum to students.  Through the integration of technology, the practice of differentiated 
instruction and the development of interdisciplinary projects and experiences, the students in the Hanover Township Schools 
experience an enriched and meaningful instructional program.  Details about the specifics of such experiences would be part of the 
lesson planning that supports the curriculum plan for each of the NJSLS.   

 
The curriculum plan is one of the initial stages of the learning cycle.  It provides a common starting point for teachers to 

develop appropriate instructional activities for their classes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 



            Hanover Township Public Schools 
 

English Language Arts Curriculum Plan 
 

The English Language Arts Curriculum Plan is supported by the following textbook and technology based instructional programs:  
 
English Language Arts  

 
 Grade K – 2  

 
SuperKids, Zaner Bloser, 2017  

 
Grades 3-5 

 
Treasures, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill, 2011    

  Treasures Chest, Macmillan McGraw-Hill 2014   
  

Grades 6-8 
   
  English, Communications Skills in the New Millennium,  

  Barrett Kendall, 2001 
  The Language Of Literacy,    McDougal Littell, 2006 

Language Arts Today,    McGraw Hill, 1998 
  Vocabulary for Achievement,  Great Source, 2005 
  Vocabulary Workshop,   Sadler Oxford, 1996 
  Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing,  

  Houghton Mifflin, 2007 
  Literature,      Prentice Hall, 2010 
  Elements of Language,    Holt, 2009  
 
   The literature-based reading program is supported by a wide-range of fiction and non-fiction books at grades K-8. A list of 
books currently in use for Language Arts Literacy in grades 3-8, is part of the proposed list of textbooks for the current school 
year. 

 
 



HANOVER TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

Proposed List of Textbooks for 2017-2018 School Year 
 
 
Language Arts Literacy 

 
  Grade K-2 

 
SuperKids, Zaner Bloser, 2017  
K-2   Raz Kids Subscription, Learning A-Z 
K-2   Reading A to Z Subscription, Learning A-Z   
 

Grades 3-5 
Treasures, Macmillan/McGraw-Hill, 2011    

  Treasures Chest, Macmillan McGraw-Hill 2014   
  

Grades 6-8 
   
  English, Communications Skills in the New Millennium,  

  Barrett Kendall, 2001 
  The Language Of Literacy,    McDougal Littell, 2006 

Language Arts Today,    McGraw Hill, 1998 
  Vocabulary for Achievement,  Great Source, 2005 
  Vocabulary Workshop,   Sadler Oxford, 1996 
  Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing,  

  Houghton Mifflin, 2007 
  Literature,      Prentice Hall, 2010 
 
  Elements of Language,    Holt, 2009  
  Newsela Pro – Computer Based Non Fiction Reading Grades 6-8 
   

The literature-based reading program is supported by a wide-range of fiction and non-fiction books at 
grades K-8. A list of books currently in use for Language Arts Literacy in grades 3-8, is part of the 
purposed list of textbooks for the 2014-15 school year. 

 
 
Mathematics 
 
 Grades K-5 
 
 Envision Math,     Pearson, 2012 
 McGraw – Hill Mathematics,  McGraw Hill School Division, 2002  



 

 
Proposed List of Textbooks for 2017-18 School Year 

 
Grades 6-8 

Pre-Algebra, Glencoe, 2012  
 
Algebra 1 Common Core, Pearson, 2012 
Prentice Hall Math Common Core Middle Grades Course 1 - 2013, Pearson 
6H   Prentice Hall Mathematics Course 2, Pearson, 2013 
Mathematics:  Applications and Connections, Glencoe, 2004  

  Algebra I, Structure and Method, McDougal Littell, 2000  
          Holt Mathematics, Course 2 Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2007 

McDougal Littell Pre-Algebra, McDougal Littell, 2008  
 
Science 

 
 Grades K-5 
 
  FOSS Full Option Science System, Delta Education, 2017 NG 
  EIE Engineering is Elementary  
 
 Grades 6-8 

 
Holt Science and Technology, Earth Science, Grade 6, 

     Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2007 
           
    Holt Science and Technology, Life Science, Grade 7,  
     Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2007 
     
  Holt Science and Technology, Physical Science, Grade 8   
     Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2007 
        
            Astronomy,   Grade 8, Prentice Hall, 2009     
   
   Social Studies 

 
K      Networks Social Studies Living, Learning, and Working Together, McGraw Hill 
1       Networks Social Studies Our Community and Beyond, McGraw Hill 
2       Networks Who We Are As Americans, McGraw Hill 
3       Social Studies Our Communities, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
4       Social Studies New Jersey, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
5       Social Studies The United States, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
3-8    Channel One News Subscription, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 
6       World History Ancient Civilizations through the Renaissance, Houghton Mifflin 
         Harcourt, 2012 
7       World Geography, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt,  2012 
8       United States History, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2012 



 

Proposed List of Textbooks for 2017-18 School Year 
 

Arts (Visual and Performing) 
 

Music 
 

    Spotlight in Music,   Macmillan McGraw Hill, 2008 Grades K-5   
                   Silver Burdett Music,  Silver Burdett, 2000 Grades 6-8 
 
 
Comprehensive Health & Physical Education 
 

Grades K-5 
 
Scott Foresman Science,   Scott Foresman, 2000 (Health Component K-5)  

 Harcourt Health and Fitness,  Harcourt, 2006   
  
 Grades 6-8 
 
         Teen Health,   Glencoe, 2009    
    
  
World Languages 
  
  French - T’es Branche,   EMC,   2016 
  Spanish - Que Chevere1!  EMC,   2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Hanover Township Public Schools 
English Language Arts 

 
Eighth Grade 

 
Assessment 
Assessment of student achievement at the sixth grade level takes place in a variety of ways including: teacher 
developed checklist, interdisciplinary projects and experiences, programs, play, exhibitions. 
Aspects of the assessment program provided by the literature based reading program are also implemented 
to determine student needs and achievements. This program includes: Holistic Reading Assessment; Reading 
and Language Arts Skills Assessment; Reading and Reading/Writing Performance Assessment; Portfolio 
Assessment; Comprehension Test;  
 
Resources 
The Elementary Language Arts Literacy Curriculum is framed and supported by a wide-range of fiction and 
non-fiction books. In addition, trade books, novels and relevant instructional materials further provide 
appropriate learning opportunities for students. The Language Arts Literacy Program is often the “starting 
point” for interdisciplinary projects, activities and experiences.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hanover Township Public Schools 
ELA (Reading) Curriculum 

Grade:  8   Unit of Study:  Life’s Journey 
      

 
Unit of Study 

Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

 
Key Learning Objectives 

(NJSLS)/(CCSS) 

 
Student Accomplishments 

 
Assessment 

(How student will 
demonstrate knowledge) 

 
Resources and Sample 

Activities 

 
Suggested 

Length of Study 
and Dates 

How do authors of literary 
texts include details about 
characters, setting, and plot 
that help readers determine 
the theme or central idea? 
 
What is the importance of text 
structure and how does it 
develop meaning and style? 
 
 

 
8.RL.1, 8.RL.2, 8.RL.3, 8.RL.4, 
8.RL.5, 8.RL.6, 8.RL.7, 8.RL.9, 
8.RL.10, 8.W.2, 8.W.4, 8.W.5, 
8.L.4, 8.L.5, 8.SL.1, 8.SL.2 

Use critical reading 
strategies and reflection to 
increase comprehension. 
 
Exchange idea with peers 
about literature in order to 
explore texts more deeply. 
 
Understand and explain 
how the fantasy genre 
parallels real-life 
experience. 
 

literacy skills test 
(cold reading) 
 
“Parallels in Pop 
Culture” project 
 
Small assessments 
(ie, paragraphs, 
quizzes) on skills 
related to the novel 
 

Novel selections (A 
Year Down Yonder, 
The Hobbit) 
 
guided reading, 
independent reading, 
discussion, responses 
to literature 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10-12 
weeks 
 

 
 
 

     

     



 
Hanover Township Public Schools  

ELA (Reading) Curriculum  
Grade:  8   Unit of Study:  Life’s Journey 

 

The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which support student 
achievement: 

21st Century 
Themes 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Global Awareness 
• Understanding that the 

text can be taken 
literally and it can also 
be seen as a 
commentary on societal 
issues, such as abuse of 
power  

 Financial, Economic, 
Business,  and Entrepreneurial 
Literacy 

• Understanding the 
role of economy in 
the fictional setting of 
Middle-Earth 
 

 Civic Literacy 
• N/A 

 Health Literacy  
• N/A 

21st Century Skills  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Creativity and Innovation 
• Explain how the fantasy 

genre parallels real-life 
experience through 
Parellels in Pop Culture 
Project  

 
 
 
 

 Critical Thinking and 
Problem Solving 

• Identifying figurative 
language and imagery  

• Understanding 
extended metaphors  

• Mapping character 
development   

 Communication and 
Collaboration 

• Effectively 
articulate thoughts 
during class and 
small group 
discussion  

• Collaborate with 
peers  

 Information 
Literacy  

• N/A 

 Media Literacy 
• N/A 

 ICT Literacy 
• Use of of digital 

technology to 
research  

 Life and Career Skills 
• Interact effectively 

with peers 

  

http://h/
http://h/
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=120
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120


 
• Use of programs such 

as Prezi, iMovie, 
PowerPoint 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections: 

Scholastic Science World 
“Physics: The Hobbit Revealed: 
How filmmakers use camera 
tricks and computer technology to 
bring fantasy world to life”  
 
USA Today “10 Reasons we still 
love J.R.R Tolkien’s The Hobbit”  

      

Integration of 
Technology:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Use of iPads to look up 
vocabulary terms 

• Compare and contrast 
differences from text to 
film  

      

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

• Small groups instruction  
• Paired discussion 

partners 
• Close reading  

      

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

          ELA                                Curriculum 
     (subject) 

Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    After the Dancing Days 

Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 

(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

(NJSLS)/(CCSS) 

Student 
Accomplishments 

Assessment 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

How do writers 
incorporate both 
history and fiction in 
writing? 
 
Why and how do 
writers incorporate 
flashback, 
foreshadowing, and 
irony in their literary 
works? 
 
What restrictions 
and benefits does a 
writer encounter 
when using a 
particular  narrative 
perspective?  
 
How can a 
character’s motives 
be influenced by 
his/her background 
and how do these 
motives affect the 
plot? 

8.RL.1, 
8.RL.3, 
8.RL.5, 
8.RL.6, 
8.RL.10, 
8.W.3, 8.W.10 
 

Identify historical 
details and references 
 
Students will identify 
multiple examples of 
irony, foreshadowing, 
and flashback 
 
Students will rewrite 
scenes from various 
points of view 
 
Students will develop 
connections between 
personal life and 
novel’s themes 
 
 

Narrative assignments 
 
Journal assignments 
 
End of book test 
 
Packet of graphic 
organizers 

Timeline  
 
Frayer Models 
 
Comprehension 
activities such as 
character charts, 
theme maps, and 
problem/solution 
charts 
 
Discussion 
 

3 weeks 

      
          

 



 
 Hanover Township Public Schools 
          ELA                                Curriculum 

     (subject) 
Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    After the Dancing Days 

Activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which support student 
achievement for the unit. 
 
Interdisciplinary Connections: Social studies- WWI and post WWI 

Integration of Technology: n/a 
Differentiated Instruction: Individual, peer, and whole-class work 

Modeling, Graphic organizers, character charts 
21st Century Themes 

Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 
Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

International issues of the 
early 1900s 

n/a Government response 
to war 
Effects of war on 
soldiers and civilians 
After-effects of war 

Connection between mental and physical well-being; 
attitude affecting rehabilitation 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and Innovation Critical Thinking and 

Problem Solving 
Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Writing from a character’s 
point of view 
Making predictions and 
revising as reading 
Using flashback, 
foreshadowing, and irony 
in writing 
 

Identifying character 
development and dynamic 
characters 
Critiquing conclusion of the 
novel 
Identifying a variety of 
viewpoints on topics (war, 
wounded soldiers, coming of 
age) and developing their 
own viewpoints 
Identify flashback, 
foreshadowing, and irony; 

Class and group 
reading 
Class and group 
discussion and 
assignments 

Reference timeline when needed 
 



 
understand and use these 
techniques 

Media Literacy ICT Literacy Life and Career Skills 
View video clip about the 
post-war era and make 
connections to the novel   

n/a Use time effectively individually and with peers 
Respond appropriately to writing prompts 
Develop own viewpoint and opinion; discuss opposing opinions respectfully 
Monitor own learning and progress; adjust strategies to maximize their success 

 
 
 
 
  



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

          ELA                                Curriculum 
     (subject) 

Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    Essay writing    
 

Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 

 

Key Learning 
Objectives  

(NJSLS)/(CCSS) 

Student 
Accomplishments 

Assessment 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

Why is prewriting 
one of the most 
important parts of the 
writing process? 
How can one’s topic 
dictate the 
organizational 
approach used? 
What methods can a 
student use to 
elaborate upon a 
subject? 
What techniques can 
be used to interest a 
reader and lead him 
through a piece? 
How do conventions 
and appearance affect 
a reader’s 
experience? 
How can a student 
apply a rubric to 
improve his writing? 
What are the 
similarities and 
differences amongst 
informative, 
comparison/contrast, 
persuasive, and 
cause/effect essays? 

8.L.1, 8.L.2, 
8.L.3, 8.W.1, 
8.W.2, 8.W.3, 
8.W.4, 8.W.5, 
8.W.6, 8.W.10 
 

Pre-write 
 
Organize 
 
Draft 5 paragraph 
essays with sufficient, 
relevant support 
 
Use transition 
effectively 
 
Use various 
introductory and 
concluding techniques 
 
Revise for coherence 
and sufficient 
development 
 
Edit 
 
Publish 
 
Follow and use scoring 
rubrics 
 

 
Writing at least 3 of 
each essay type, 
following the writing 
process 
 

ERB program 
 
Rubrics 
 
Computer Lab 
and IMC 
 
Outlining, 
Webbing, T 
charts 
 
Essay dissection 
 
Student Chosen 
topics and 
literature based 
 

Ongoing 
throughout 
the year 



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

          ELA                                Curriculum 
     (subject) 

Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    Essay writing    
 

The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 
 
Interdisciplinary Connections: Model essays and student assignments related to current events and other subject areas 

Integration of Technology: wpponline.com 
 
dictionary.com 
Research using student-selected websites as appropriate for topic 

Differentiated Instruction: Individual, peer, and whole-class work 
Modeling 
Scaffolding 
Color-coding 
Graphic organizers 

21st Century Themes 
Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

Essay topics may be 
selected from current 
issues in the school or 
global community (ie, 
current events, problem-
solving, healthy food 
choices) 

Essay topics may be 
selected from current 
issues in the school or 
global community (ie, 
current events, problem-
solving, healthy food 
choices) 

Essay topics may be 
selected from current 
issues in the school 
or global community 
(ie, current events, 
problem-solving, 
healthy food 
choices) 

Essay topics may be selected from current issues in 
the school or global community (ie, current events, 
problem-solving, healthy food choices) 

 
 



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

          ELA                                Curriculum 
     (subject) 

Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    Essay writing    
 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and 
Innovation 

Critical Thinking and 
Problem Solving 

Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Brainstorming 
Creating new solutions 
for problems and 
conflicts 
Self, peer, and 
technology-assisted 
revision 

Creating new solutions for 
problems and conflicts 
Identifying opposing 
viewpoints and critiquing 
them 
Selecting the best details 
and arguments for a topic 

Class and group 
brainstorming 
Peer revision  

Find appropriate information related to a topic 
using a variety of print and internet resources 

Media Literacy ICT Literacy Life and Career Skills 
View visual or audio-
visual media and assess 
point of view and 
usefulness for argument 

  

wpponline.com 
dictionary.com 
self-selected websites for 
research 
 

Use appropriate academic language 
Use time effectively individually and with peers 
Respond appropriately to open-ended tasks (ie, research prompts, writing 
prompts 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Hanover Township Public Schools 
          ELA                                Curriculum 

     (subject) 
Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    Grammar        

 

Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 

(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

 (NJSLS)/(CCSS) 

Student 
Accomplishments 

Assessment 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

How does proper 
grammar and usage 
improve writing 
clarity?   
 
How can a writer 
vary sentence 
structure to create 
more interesting 
writing? 
 
 
 

8.L.1, 8.L.2, 
8.L.3 
 

Revise and edit for 
proper usage 
 

Use standard English 
in formal writing 
 
Use a variety of 
sentence structures 
successfully 
 
Use editing marks to 
correct drafts 
 
 

 
Bi-weekly quizzes 
correcting writing with 
common errors 
 
Correct usage and 
sentence variety in 
writing assignments 

Daily sentence 
editing 
 
BK English 
exercises 
 
Focused self and 
peer editing 
 

Every other 
week for the 
entire year 

      

          
  



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

          ELA                                Curriculum 
     (subject) 

Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    Grammar        
 

The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: Grammar exercises refer to a variety of topics in sentences (artists, scientists, geography, historical and 
cultural figures, etc.) 

Integration of Technology: wpponline.com 
3M projector and whiteboard 

Differentiated Instruction: Individual, peer, and whole-class work 
21st Century Themes 

Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 
Business,  and Entrepreneurial 
Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

Grammar exercises refer to a 
variety of topics in sentences 
(artists, scientists, 
geography, historical and 
cultural figures, etc.) 

n/a n/a n/a 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and Innovation Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving 
Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Revision for sentence 
variety and application of 
grammar lessons (ie, 
appositives, subordinate 
clauses) 

Applying multi-step 
procedures to identify 
grammar elements and revise 
sentences 

Peer revision and 
teaching 
 

n/a 

Media Literacy ICT Literacy Life and Career Skills 
n/a  

  
wpponline.com 
 

Use appropriate academic language 
Use time effectively individually and with peers 
Recognize that words and phrases can have multiple usages and forms 

 
 



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

          ELA                                Curriculum 
     (subject) 

Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    Poetry     
 

Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 

(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

  (NJSLS)/(CCSS) 

Student 
Accomplishments 

Assessment 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

What are the 
elements of poetry? 
 
How is poetry 
written?  What 
forms can be 
explored? 
 
How does a reader 
respond to poetry? 
 
How does poetry 
differ from prose? 
 
 

8.RL.1, 
8.RL.2, 
8.RL.4, 
8.RL.5, 
8.RL.10, 
8.W.4, 8.W.5, 
8.W.6, 8.W.10, 
8.SL.1, 8.SL.5, 
8.SL.6, 8.L.5, 
8.L.6 

Read and analyze a 
variety of poems 
 
Define elements of 
poetry, identify 
elements in poems, and 
use elements in their 
own poetry 
 
Present a formal 
analysis of a poem or 
poet 

Poem responses and 
analysis 
 
Poetry worksheets 
 
Poem drafts 
 
Poetry project 

Prentice Hall 
Literature: Silver 
 
Poets.org 
 
Individual and 
group writing 
and analysis of 
poems 
 

3 weeks 

      
          

  



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

          ELA                                Curriculum 
     (subject) 

Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:   Poetry 
 
The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 
Interdisciplinary Connections: Poems from a variety of time periods and cultures (ie, Maya Angelou, Langston Hughes, haiku, “Barbara 

Frietchie”, “Paul Revere’s Ride”) 

Integration of Technology: Use of poets.org and other websites 
Use of word processing and multimedia tools 

Differentiated Instruction: Individual, group, and class activities and discussions 
Poems at a variety of reading levels 
Writing assignments including a variety of poem types, lengths, etc. 

21st Century Themes 
Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

Haiku n/a Maya Angelou, 
Langston Hughes, 
“Barbara Frietchie”, 
“Paul Revere’s Ride” 

n/a 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and Innovation Critical Thinking and 

Problem Solving 
Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Poem writing 
Discussion 
Revising 
Experimenting with sound 
devices and figurative 
language 

Poem analysis 
Rhyme scheme 
(identification and creation) 
Identifying, understanding, 
and using figurative language 
 

Partner and group 
analysis 
Whole class discussion 

Use of appropriate poetry resources (book and internet) 

Media Literacy ICT Literacy Life and Career Skills 



 
n/a Use of appropriate poetry 

resources 
Use of word processing and 
multimedia tools 

Use appropriate academic language 
Use time effectively individually and with peers 
Respond appropriately to open-ended tasks (ie, writing prompts) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

          ELA                                Curriculum 
     (subject) 

Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    Short Story 
 
 

Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 

(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

(NJSLS)/(CCSS) 

Student 
Accomplishments 

Assessment 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

What are the 
elements of a story, 
and how do they 
contribute to the 
reader’s satisfaction? 
 
How does an author 
manipulate literary 
techniques to 
enhance writing? 
 
 

 
8.W.2, 8.W.3, 
8.W.10, 8.RL.1, 
8.RL.2, 8.RL.6, 
8.RL.7, 8.L.1, 
8.L.2, 8.L.3, 
8.L.5 
 

Identify and develop 
parts of a plot 
Recognize 
characterization and 
employ techniques to 
develop their own 
Understand the effect 
of setting on a plot and 
develop its elements 
accordingly 
Identify and choose 
narrative perspectives 
Incorporate dialogue to 
develop a character 
and plot 
To determine a work’s 
theme and incorporate 
one in his own writing 
Identify and use 
literary techniques 
including flashback, 
foreshadowing, and 
irony 
 
 

Quizzes on each 
element of plot 
 
Writing short stories  
 
Open-ended questions 
 
Literary essays 
 

Prentice Hall: 
Literature Silver 
 
Daybooks 
 
Plot graphs 
 
Response 
journals  
 
Character/setting 
maps 
 
Writing from 
new perspectives 
 
Writing story 
fragments using 
literary 
techniques 
 
Picture prompts 
 
Speculative 
prompts 
 

6 weeks 

  



 
 

Hanover Township Public Schools 
          ELA                                Curriculum 

     (subject) 
Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    Short Story 

 
The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 
Interdisciplinary Connections: “A Glow in the Dark” 

“An Hour with Abuelo” 
“The Smallest Dragonboy” 

Integration of Technology: wpponline.com 
Differentiated Instruction: Individual, peer, and whole-class work 

Graphic organizers 
Varied assessment strategies 

21st Century Themes 
Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

“An Hour with Abuelo” 
“The Smallest Dragonboy”  

“The Adventure of the 
Speckled Band” (wills, 
money as motive) 

n/a n/a 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and Innovation Critical Thinking and 

Problem Solving 
Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Narrative writing 
Revise for sentence variety  
Experiment with mood, 
theme, and perspective in 
writing 

Applying literary terms (plot, 
characterization, elements of 
setting, mood, etc.) 

Work with peers to 
complete activities 
Whole class and small 
group reading of 
stories 
Peer revision 

n/a 

Media Literacy ICT Literacy Life and Career Skills 
n/a  wpponline.com 

dictionary.com 
Use appropriate academic language 
Use time effectively individually and with peers 
Respond appropriately to open-ended tasks (ie, writing prompts) 



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

          ELA                                Curriculum 
     (subject) 

Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    Persuasion and Research          
 

Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 

(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

(NJSLS)/(CCSS) 

Student 
Accomplishments 

Assessment 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

How can I synthesize 
information found 
from various sources 
to convey an 
understanding of the 
people of a time 
period? 
 
How can I 
substantiate and 
refute claims using 
relevant information 
from a variety of 
sources and texts? 
 
How can I convey 
perspective through 
language, details, and 
personality? 
 

8.RI.1, 8.RI.3, 
8.RI.4, 8.RI.5, 
8.RI.6, 8.RI.7, 
8.RI.7, 8.RI.8, 
8.RI.9, 8.RI.10, 
8.W.1, 8.W.2, 
8.W.4, 8.W.5, 
8.W.6, 8.W.7, 
8.W.8, 8.W.9, 
8.W.10, 8.SL.1, 
8.SL.2, 8.SL.3, 
8.SL.6 

Use critical reasoning 
strategies (questioning, 
rereading, inferencing, 
and reflection) to 
increase 
comprehension 
 
Selecting and 
synthesizing relevant 
information to create a 
cohesive argument, 
research paper, and 
narrative 
 
Choose language 
appropriate for writing 
purpose 
 
Understand and meet 
requirements for a 
production group 
conversation 
 

Graphic organizers 
 
Reading 
comprehension quiz 
 
Persuasive essay 
 
Research paper 
 
Narrative writing 
 
Peer analysis 

Wpponline.com 
 
A variety of 
historical texts 
and multi-media 
sources 
 
Computers, 
idpads, ebooks 
 
IMC projector 
for large group 
viewing of film 
 
All stages of 
writing 
 
Class discussion, 
peer analysis, 
class reading 
 

5 weeks 

      

          
  



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

          ELA                                Curriculum 
     (subject) 

Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    Persuasion and Research          
 
The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 
 
Interdisciplinary Connections: Social studies- history and society of the early 1900s 

Science and engineering- Titanic structure, icebergs, physics (impact) 

Integration of Technology: Word processing 
wpponline.com program 
E-readers 
Research using teacher and student-selected websites (ie, RMS Titanic, Encyclopedia Titanica) 
Easybib.com 

Differentiated Instruction: Variety of print and online research materials 
Use of whole class and individual readings 
Research individually or with partners 

21st Century Themes 
Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

n/a Understanding how 
differences in wealth lead to 
social stratification 
Identifying the effect of 
social classes on the 
construction and evacuation 
of the Titanic 

Weighing evidence to 
assign responsibility 
for a tragedy 
Creating possible 
governmental 
responses to the 
Titanic disaster 

n/a 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

          ELA                                Curriculum 
     (subject) 

Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    Persuasion and Research          
 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and Innovation Critical Thinking and 

Problem Solving 
Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Use of graphic organizers 
to brainstorm writing and 
understand texts 
Peer work to discuss 
reading and provide 
feedback on writing 
Revise writing, using self, 
peer, and technology  
 

Identify causes of the Titanic 
sinking, how those causes 
came to be, and what could 
have been done to avoid the 
disaster 
 

Work with peers to 
research and revise 
 

Find appropriate information related to a topic using a 
variety of print and internet resources 
Integrate information presented through text, charts, and 
graphics 

Media Literacy ICT Literacy Life and Career Skills 
Analyze how the 
advertisements and articles 
about the Titanic 
contributed to the extent of 
the disaster 

  
  

wpponline.com 
Encyclopedia Titanica 
RMS Titanic 
Easybib 
 

Utilize time wisely during independent and peer work 
Use appropriate academic language 
Respond appropriately to open-ended tasks (ie, research prompts, writing 
prompts) 
Cite resources 

 
  



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

          ELA                                Curriculum 
     (subject) 

Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    Vocabulary 
 

Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 

(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

(NJSLS)/(CCSS) 

Student 
Accomplishments 

Assessment 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

How can one’s 
vocabulary be useful 
in successfully 
communicating 
ideas? 
 
How can word 
choice increase the 
sophistication of 
one’s writing? 
 
How can word 
choice affect voice, 
tone, mood, and 
atmosphere? 
 
 

8.L.4, 8.L.5, 
8.L.6 
 

Decipher stress marks 
for pronunciation 
 
Determine and use 
vocabulary in context 
 
Learn Latin and Greek 
roots 
 
Learn synonyms and 
antonyms 
 
 

 
Bi-weekly quizzes 
where students 
define/write sentences 
for words in unit 
 
Comprehensive tests 
every three units - 
objective 
 

Vocabulary 
Workshop Level 
C – Sadlier 
Oxford 
 
Book exercises 
 
Writing original 
sentences 
 
Games 
(pictionary, 
charades, bingo, 
match, 
vocabulary bees, 
word searches, 
crossword 
puzzles) 
 

Each unit is one 
week; study vocab 
every other week 
 

      

          
  



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

          ELA                                Curriculum 
     (subject) 

Grade:       8 (LA)                Unit of Study:    Vocabulary 
 
The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 
 
Interdisciplinary Connections: Recognition of  words with technical meanings and/or usage in other classes (ie, perspective, 

turncoat) 
Integration of Technology: Online vocabulary practice (Sadlier-Oxford website, vocabtest.com) 
Differentiated Instruction: Individual, peer, and whole-class work 

Connecting words to visuals, mnemonic devices, anecdotes 
21st Century Themes 

Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 
Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

Inclusion of words derived 
from other languages (ie, 
blase) 

n/a n/a n/a 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and Innovation Critical Thinking and 

Problem Solving 
Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Use of graphic organizers 
to clarify definitions 
Creative use of vocabulary 
words (illustrations, 
stories, skits)  

Develop ways to help 
themselves remember the 
words 
 

Work with peers to 
complete activities 
 

n/a 

Media Literacy ICT Literacy Life and Career Skills 
n/a  

  
Sadlier Oxford website 
vocabtest.com 
 

Use appropriate academic language 
Use time effectively individually and with peers 
Identify and use strategies that best aid themselves; reflect on their own learning 

 
  



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

ELA (Reading) Curriculum 
Grade: 8         Unit of Study: Overcoming Times of Hardship and Crisis (nonfiction) 

    

 
          

 
Unit of Study 

Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

 
Key Learning Objectives 

(NJSLS)/(CCSS)  

 
Student 

Accomplishments 

 
Assessment 

(How student will 
demonstrate knowledge) 

 
Resources and Sample 

Activities 

 
Suggested 
Length of 
Study and 

Dates 

How do authors of 
literary texts include 
details about characters, 
setting, and plot that help 
readers determine the 
theme or central idea? 
 
How do various accounts 
show conflicting ideas on 
the events of the time 
and its effect on life 
experience? 
 
 
 

 
 8.RI.1, 8.RI.2, 8.RI.3, 
8.RI.4, 8.RI.5, 8.RI.6, 
8.RI.8,  8.RI.10, 8.W.2, 
8.W.4, 8.W.5, 8.L.4, 
8.L.5, 8.SL.1, 8.SL.2 

Use critical reading 
strategies and reflection 
to increase 
comprehension. 
 
Exchange idea with 
peers about literature in 
order to explore texts 
more deeply. 
 
Utilize nonfiction text 
to apply to real-life 
experience. 
 
Draw connections to 
enhance understanding 
of Social Studies 
curriculum. 

literacy skills test (cold 
reading) 
 
cumulative nonfiction 
text assessment 
 
Small assessments (ie, 
paragraphs, quizzes) on 
skills related to the text 
 
 

 
Text selections (Night, 
Chasing Lincoln’s 
Killer, The Diary of 
Anne Frank) 
 
guided reading, 
independent reading, 
discussion, responses to 
literature 

 
8-12 
weeks 

 
 

     



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

ELA (Reading) Curriculum 
Grade: 8         Unit of Study Nonfiction- Overcoming Times of Hardship and Crisis 

 
           

The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies, which 
support student achievement: 

21st Century 
Themes 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  

 
 

Global Awareness 
• WWI  
• WWII 
• Judaism  
• Other ethnic 

cleansing examples  
 
 

 Financial, Economic, 
Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial 
Literacy 

• N/A 
 
 

 Civic Literacy 
• Understanding how 

governmental 
decisions affect 
communities both 
large and small  

 Health Literacy  
• Understand the affects of 

poor health conditions at 
the  concentration camps 

21st Century 
Skills 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    

 
 

Creativity and Innovation 
• Research process 
• Presentation of 

background 
information 

• Victims, Rescuers, 
Perpetrators 
PowerPoint   

 Critical Thinking and 
Problem Solving 

• Author’s 
Purpose 

• Tracking 
character 
change  

• Exploring 
multiple themes  

 Communication and 
Collaboration 

• Cooperative learning 
groups 

• Presentation of 
student research 
findings  

 Information Literacy  
• Research 
• Timelines  
• Maps 
• Graphs 

 Media Literacy 
• Use of propaganda 

during WWII 

 ICT Literacy 
• Use of of 

digital 
technology to 
research  

 Life and Career Skills 
• Interacting effectively 

with group member 
• Managing 

responsibilites for a 

  

http://h/
http://h/
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=120
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120


 

 
 
  

• Use of 
programs such 
as Prezi, 
iMovie, 
PowerPoint  

common goal  

Interdisciplinary 
Connections: 

• Supplemental 
nonfiction 
readings 
(historical) 

      

Integration of 
Technology:  

• Use of iPads for 
vocabulary 
definitions 

• Use of of digital 
technology to 
research  

• Use of programs 
such as Prezi, 
iMovie, 
PowerPoint to 
present information 
in an engaging 
manner  

      

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

• Small groups 
instruction  

• Guided close 
reading 

      



 
Hanover Township Public Schools  

ELA (Reading) Curriculum  
Grade: 8      Unit of Study:   Social Conflict 
    

 
          

  

 
Unit of Study 

Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

 
Key Learning 

Objectives 
(NJSLS)/(CCSS) 

 
Student Accomplishments 

 
Assessment 

(How student will demonstrate 
knowledge) 

 
Resources and Sample 

Activities 

 
Suggested 
Length of 
Study and 

Dates 

What effect does an 
incident have on the 
development of the plot of 
a novel? 
 
How do authors of literary 
texts include details about 
characters, setting, and 
plot that help readers 
determine the theme or 
central idea? 
 
 
 
 

 
8.RL.1, 8.RL.2, 
8.RL.3, 8.RL.4, 
8.RL.7, 8.RL.10, 
8.RI.1, 8.RI.2, 
8.RI.3, 8.RI.8, 
8.RI.9, 8.W.2, 
8.W.4, 8.W.5, 
8.L.4, 8.L.5 

Use critical reading strategies 
and reflection to increase 
comprehension. 
 
Exchange idea with peers 
about literature in order to 
explore texts more deeply. 
 
Understand how experiences 
with violence and social crisis 
relate to the overarching theme 
of loss of innocence 
  
 
 
 

literacy skills test (cold 
reading) 
 
Small assessments (ie, 
paragraphs, chapter and 
vocabulary quizzes) on 
skills related to the novel 
 
 

 
The Outsiders by SE 
Hinton 
 
Scorpions by Walter 
Dean Myers 
 
nonfiction articles 
 
guided reading, 
independent reading, 
discussion, responses 
to literature 
 

 
6-8 

weeks 
 

 
 

     



 
Hanover Township Public Schools  

ELA (Reading) Curriculum  
Grade: 8 Unit of Study:   Social Conflict 

 
The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies, which 
support student achievement: 
 

21st Century 
Themes   

 
  

 
 
 

  

 
 

Global Awareness 
• Explore how social 

conflict can cause 
divides 

 Financial, Economic, 
Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

• Understand how 
social economics 
affects society a 

 Civic Literacy 
• Understand the law 

and how it applies 
to juveniles  

 Health Literacy  
• Identifying 

healthy coping 
mechanisms for 
dealing with 
traumatic 
experiences  

21st Century Skills 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    

 
 

Creativity and Innovation 
• Create short skits 

demonstrating the 
character traits of 
the Greasers and the 
Socs 
 
 

 Critical Thinking and 
Problem Solving  

• Explain the 
motivation of 
characters  

• Critical analyze 
text through 
Dialectical 
Journal 
assignment  

 Communication and 
Collaboration 

• Effectively 
communicate 
personal opinions 
through Moral 
Dilemmas Stand & 
Defend activity    

 Information Literacy  
• N/A  

 Media Literacy 
• N/A 

 ICT Literacy 
• N/A 

 Life and Career Skills 
• Manage time 

efficently to 
complete long 
term project 

  

http://h/
http://h/
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=120
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120


 

• Demonstrate 
effective 
communication 
skills in small 
group and class 
discussion  

Interdisciplinary 
Connections: 

• Supplemental 
nonfiction readings  

 vbnvbnvbnvbvbcf     

Integration of 
Technology:  

• Use of iPads for 
vocabulary 
definitions 

• Analyze YouTube 
clips (Gap 
commerical, West 
Side story clip) for 
similarities and 
common themes. 

• Compare and 
contrast differences 
from text to film  

      

Differentiated 
Instruction: 

• Small groups 
instruction  

• Paired discussion 
partners  

• Stand & Defend 
(informal moral 
debates) 

• Close reading 

      

 
  



 
Hanover Township Public Schools 

         ELA                                 Curriculum 
     (subject) 

Grade:  8 (LA)                     Unit of Study:     When You Reach Me                   
 

Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 

(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning 
Objectives 

(NJSLS)/(CCSS) 

Student 
Accomplishments 

Assessment 
(How student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 

Resources and 
Sample Activities 

Suggested Length 
of Study and Dates 

What effects do 
multiple allusions 
have on a literary 
piece? 

 How can one create 
  his or her own 

destiny? 
  How is one’s 

perspective 
influenced by 
external and 
internal factors? 

·       Ho w do 
writers use 
flashback and 
foreshadowing to 
arouse reader 
interest? 

·       How can we 
repair wounds that 
we have created by 
our actions to foster 
growth and 
maturity? 
How do 

social/cultural values 
and trends affect a 
character’s 
experiences? 

RL.8.2, RL.8.3, 
RL.8.6, RL.8.9, 
W.8.2, SL.8.1, 
L.8.2 

• Close reading to 
piece together information 
• Rereading to 
identify foreshadowing 
and character 
development 
• Identification of 
allusions and their 
importance 
• Choose 
appropriate language and 
format for writing 
assignments 
 

• Pre and 
Formative  Summer 
reading notes, 
paragraphs about literary 
techniques 
• Summative  
Comprehension 
assessment, essay 
• Class 
discussions 

A Wrinkle in Time 
excerpts  
Online  resources, 
such as 
encyclopedia.kids.
net.au/page/th/The
ory_of_Relativity. 
http://www.radiola
b.org/story/91520-
space/ 
http://www.scienc
ekids.co.nz/videos
/physics/timetravel
.html 
 
Wpponline.com 
 
Class discussions; 
reading excerpts 
and viewing clips 
to identify and 
understand 
allusions; 
prewriting, 
drafting, revising, 
and publishing 
expository essay; 
writing paragraphs 
about literary 
techniques 

4 to 6 weeks 

http://www.radiolab.org/story/91520-space/
http://www.radiolab.org/story/91520-space/
http://www.radiolab.org/story/91520-space/


 
      

          
 
The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 
support student achievement for the unit. 
Interdisciplinary Connections: • Social studies- history and pop culture of the 1970s 

• Science- Einstein’s theory of relativity, time travel 

Integration of Technology: • Use of wpponline writing program 
• Viewing of online clips 

Differentiated Instruction: Use of graphic organizers 
Models, guided instruction, and independent practice of paragraphing 
Teacher-led and cooperative practice in identifying literary techniques 

21st Century Themes 
Global Awareness Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and 
Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Civic Literacy Health Literacy 

Understanding racism Perceptions of people in 
different economic situations 

Understanding racism Healthy diets & impact on chronic illness 
Seizure disorder 

21st Century Skills 
Creativity and Innovation Critical Thinking and 

Problem Solving 
Communication and 
Collaboration 

Information Literacy 

Possibility of time travel Possibility of time travel 
Finding and understanding 
allusions and foreshadowing 

Discussion 
Peer revision 

Discuss and evaluate web clips about scientific  ideas 

Media Literacy ICT Literacy Life and Career Skills 
Discuss and evaluate web 
clips about scientific ideas 

Wpponline.com 
 

Selecting and using appropriate writing style 
Viewing and evaluating video/radio clips 
Peer revising 
Respectfully discussing an idea on which there is not consensus (time travel) 
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