
 

The Mouse and the Motorcycle 
Synonym/Antonym Vocabulary Crossword 

Directions  Use a thesaurus to locate synonyms (words with the same or nearly the 

same meaning) or antonyms (words with opposite or nearly opposite meaning) for the 

words in capital letters on the next page. 
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ACROSS 
2. Did she have to go back to 

PILFERING crumbs for his brothers 

and sisters? (syn.) 

4. “Hey, Keith! I’ve got it!” Ralph was 

filled with TRIUMPH. (A ___ 

feeling; syn.) 

8. Ralph could  not help BOASTING, 

even though his mouth was full. 

(syn.) 

9. ...The maid sang to 

herself...OBLIVIOUS (TO) the 

desperate struggle under the bed. 

(Not ___  ___; 2 words; syn.) 

10. The maid turned ABRUPTLY from 

the mirror. (ant.) 

12. ...He watched the hungry machine 

DEVOUR dust and lint that lay in its 

path. (syn.) 

13. Because the dog was a CAPTIVE 

and he was free, Ralph could not 

resist sticking out his tongue and 

waggling his paws in his ears...  

(One who is not ___; syn.) 

15. The man pressed the button, the 

doors closed, and the elevator 

actually began to DESCEND. (ant.) 

16. There must be a motel with a 

VACANCY sign someplace. (syn.) 

18. “See, I padded the inside with 

thistledown and ANCHORED the 

rubber band to the top with Scotch 

tape.” (2 words; syn.) 

19. Then, quite unexpectedly, a whole 

plan of action popped into his mind. 

Ralph had a GENUINE inspiration. 

(syn.) 

20. “Oh, hi,” answered Keith 

LISTLESSLY. (Without ___; syn.) 

21. “No, I didn’t MISLAY it,” insisted 

the boy. “I put it right here on the 

table beside my sports car. (ant.) 

23. “I’ll take care of it, promised Ralph, 

somewhat CHASTENED. (syn.) 

 

DOWN 
1. For a FLEETING instant he thought 

of his poor old Uncle Victor. (ant.) 

3. “Well, perhaps I was dreaming,” 

admitted the mother 

RELUCTANTLY, “but I know I 

saw a mouse.” (Not ___  ___; 2 

words; syn.) 

5. Ralph felt sad and REMORSEFUL 

thinking about his Uncle Victor 

getting dumped out with the trash. 

(syn.) 

6. ...There were two kinds—those who 

thought the hotel was a dreadful old 

barn of a place and those who 

thought it charming and QUAINT, 

so quiet and restful. (ant.) 

7. But when Ralph reached the 

mousehole he found 

PANDEMONIUM. (Noisy ___; 

syn.) 

10. The man walked GROGGILY to the 

closed elevator door... (syn.) 

11. Gradually light began to filter 

through the cloth until finally...he 

EMERGED into daylight at the top 

of the hamper. (syn.) 

13. The only FLAW in the evening for 

Ralph was the fact that he had not 

found the motorcycle... (syn.) 

14. EXHILARATED by speed, Ralph 

raced up and down. (syn.) 

17. Once out in the hall, his courage 

EBBED. (ant.) 

22. He sounded thoroughly 

EXASPERATED. (ant.) 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


